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Dear friends, 
I know this is the June newsletter but, as I type, it is 
the day just after the Royal Wedding and I can’t pass 
up the opportunity to mention it. I don’t know if you 
lapped it all up yesterday or had had enough of all the 
fuss by then, but one thing is for certain:  as a country, 
we do love our pomp and ceremony – and, truth be 
told, we do it well. 
 
It’s hard to put a finger on it, but there’s something 
about the pageantry, about the sense of history, about 
the idea that dreams can come true – that an ordinary 
girl from a fairly unremarkable background can be 
become a princess (or at least a duchess) – that 
appeals to something in us that would like our own 
situations to be better – or more glamorous – or just 
other from what they are. To be sure, we don’t think 
like that all the time and I doubt there’s even one of us 
who would really want to be a ‘royal’ or a celebrity or 
to win the lottery to the tune of millions. The reality 
would be very different from the dream and I suspect 
we would be quickly disillusioned. 
 
Still, we like to have people to look up to, people who can be role models and 
that’s not a bad thing. We like to have something or someone to strive after. We 
just need to ensure that our idols don’t turn out to have feet of clay. 
 
There are many people who have lived lives that are worthy of emulating. Think 
of Mother Teresa. When she died she left behind all her worldly possessions: a 
bucket and a change of sari—the complete opposite of what society promotes 
where possessions equal happiness. Or what of Stormzy, a cool black rapper 
unafraid to sing his faith through his lyrics? Not so many singers would be 
comfortable laying out their belief knowing it could lose them popularity in the 
ever-changing music scene. Or the sports men and women, past and present, 
who have been prepared to declare their Christianity, to put it before their 
chance for personal glory? Or those men and women of faith, unknown except to 
their families and friends, who have lived quiet lives of integrity and honour, 
never looking for recognition or self-gratification? 
 
Whoever might appeal to us, there’s One role model who will never let us down, 
One whom to follow means a total change of priorities in our lives: Jesus, the 
king with a difference; Jesus, the king who spurned the trappings of royalty. 
Impossible to imagine him riding in a golden carriage drawn by four gleaming 
Windsor Greys, surrounded by a guard of Blues and Royals, he who rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey, who bore no crown save one of thorns, who wore no 
luxurious garments except a borrowed purple robe. A king whose kingdom turns 
everything upside down. A king who asks us to think again about what really 
matters and how we should live our lives. 
 
I wish Harry and Meghan well. I hope they will be happy together. I hope that 
they allow space in their marriage for the love of God to bless it. I am sure they 

The Minister writes... 
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June 
2nd: Action for Children sponsored walk 
6th: Wednesday housegroup 
10th: Club 15 BBQ 
12th: Praise and Prayer 
14th: Coffee morning, Organ recital, Thursday house-
group 
16th: Messy Church 
17th: Film Night 
22/24: Retreat 
26th: Rejoice! 
28th: Organ recital, Summer Love 
July 
12th: Organ recital 
26th: Organ recital 

What’s on? 

We have moved film night so that it doesn’t clash with the café style worship at 
High Cross. Please join us for a film, fellowship and a pizza (we order in). 
Next ones are  
   ‘The Book of Eli’ on Sunday 17th June 
and   ‘Groundhog Day’ on Sunday 15th July 

will work hard at all that is involved in being modern-day royals and I hope that 
in doing so they will know that they are living lives of purpose, doing work they 
can be proud of. But when it comes to princes and kings, it’s the Prince of Peace 
and the King of Heaven I’m planning on following for the rest of my days. 
With every blessing, 
Sharon 

Film night—upcoming ... 

Sonia and Ian 
Sonia and Ian would like to say thanks to everyone for their prayers and cards 
during their recent hospital stays. 

Thank you all for still collecting the small hotel samples.  
 
We gave several carrier bags to Maggy and Colin Garton to take to the 
Whitechapel Mission in November, however they only go every November and 
we had four full (and very heavy bags) of samples that had been donated.  
 
There is local lady who works at the All Night Café and also at a Women's 
Refuge. The Women's refuge accepts the hotel samples and is very grateful for 
them. I have given her the bags to take to the refuge and it seems silly to hold 
on to these until next November when they can be appreciated by the ladies in 
the refuge. Please continue to collect them, Tasha is very happy to take 
donations as she regularly supports the Refuge. 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
Keg 

Hotel Samples 
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Current shortages -  
 
Tinned tomatoes, tinned 
vegetables and Potatoes, Custard, 
Rice Puddings and LongLife Milk.  
 
Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support 

Crowthorne Foodbank 

Coffee mornings 

Coffee Mornings every second Thursday in the month 
 
We have started a monthly Coffee Morning at church for members and visitors. 
The first one was held in January and we had a dozen people attend. It was a 
lovely opportunity to catch up over coffee and cakes. 
Do put the dates in your diary and pop along if you are free between 10:30 and 
12 midday.  
Next date Thursday 14th June. 
Heather 

Club 15 June—Barbecue 

Action for Children Sponsored Walk  
– Saturday, 2nd June 2018 

 
There is the annual Step Out for Children Sponsored Walk 
Saturday 2nd June 2018 starting at the Wheatsheaf 
Hotel Car Park at 10.00am.  We will be walking 5 miles 
round Virginia Water in aid of vulnerable and excluded 
children.  If you would like to take part in this very good 
cause please contact me to receive Registration and 
Sponsorship Forms.  If I am not in Church please phone 
01276-36631 to speak to me. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Alison Fradgley 
 

The June Club 15 Meeting is combined with the Wednesday House Group on a 
visit to Jack & Ann Delbridge for a BBQ at their house in Worthing on Sunday 
10th June. The plan is to leave for Worthing after the service. 
 
Graham & Alison Fradgley need to know of those who wish to go as soon as 
possible to let Jack & Ann know numbers for the catering and to see who we 
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Work Party report 

 
The May event was a “Wine 
& Cheese“ evening held at 
Margaret’s house on Tuesday 
15 May.   
 
Margaret had prepared a 
superb selection of cheeses 
and accompaniments, 
including a tasty date & 
walnut wedge - a great find, 
something that I am sure a 
few of us will be adding to 
our shopping lists! 
 
We were so fortunate in that 
we were able to sit outside in 
Margaret’s colourful garden 
until after dark.  We all 
admired the garden including 
the Rhododendron.    
 
We had a very enjoyable 
evening.  Thank you to 
Margaret for her hospitality, 
and even fixing the weather!  
     
Sandra Fogwill  

Club 15 report—May 

The Work Party on Saturday, 5th May was very successful due to the good 
weather so the majority of the work was outside.  
We had nine volunteers – the main inside/outside job was the Notice Board 
outside the Church.  The timer on the light had failed and a florescent tube 
needed replacing.  The shelves under the chairs were all dusted as was the 
Upper Room.  Also the heaters in the Church and elsewhere were wiped down 
(although it doesn’t necessarily look like it!) 
There was a lot of cutting back and clearing achieved in the Car Park which is 
always an ongoing job.  
This was a very successful day where a lot was achieved – my thanks to all 
concerned. 
Alison Fradgley 

can fit in the available cars. Numbers to Graham and Alison no later than Friday 
20th May. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Graham 
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Closure of Winkfield Row 
 
Winkfield Row saw its last 
service on Sunday 29th April 
2018 at 3 pm. The church was 
full of those in the circuit who 
wanted to be there to support 
the church as it sadly closed. 
Winkfield Row had been open 
for its worshippers to praise and 
serve the Lord for 164 years 
having been founded in 1854. 
The Primitive Methodist 
magazine for December 1854 
contains an account by DM of 
the opening of Winkfield 
Primitive Methodist chapel. Hunt 
of High Wycombe laid the 

foundation stone on May 30th 1854 with a sermon preached by Mr Mules, and 
the chapel was opened for worship on September 17th 1854. Sermons were 
preached by E Bishop and N Broadway; there was "a large and excellent tea." It 
is recorded that the society had previously met in a farmhouse owned by Mrs R 
Osman. 
 
Throughout these years there were faithful worshippers and it saw several 
generations of families as members, one being a lady who spoke at the service. 
Her Grandfather had attended the church, then her father, and she followed on 
herself as a little girl. She was very sad to see the church close it had been an 
integral part of her family's church life since it had opened. However 
unfortunately with the declining numbers of people attending over the years, it 
was simply not viable to remain open for worship. 
 
Rev Bryan Coates who had been Minister of the church some time ago, returned 
and took the service. He was wonderfully positive in his talk, thanking those 
who worshipped God in that place, all those who had served out of love for the 
Lord and for each other. He saw this as a new opportunity for those who 
remained to find other places to take their God given gifts and talents to use 
elsewhere. He spoke of God's pruning, pruning for more fruition, lifting up for 
service. 
 
Just as the opening and dedication of the church had been accompanied by "a 
large and excellent tea", so the close of the church finished on the same note. A 
wonderful feast was brought out with an assortment of sandwiches, vol au 
vents, sausage rolls, quiche and various other savouries, all gloriously washed 
down with copious amounts of tea and coffee, then the cakes! Winkfield Row 
put on a wonderful celebration even amongst their sadness. Let us pray for the 
folk that attended that church, that they are guided to and welcomed into other 
churches where, as Rev Bryan Coates encouraged, they can use their talents to 
continue to bless and serve the Lord. 
 
Keg 

Winkfield Row 
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8th Annual Christian Aid Quiz 19th May 
2018 
 
Our Quiz-masters were Pam and Wilf 
again and a splendid job they did of 
getting the old grey matter working. 
There were 7 teams: The Baptism 
Remnants, Dragons and Nobles, The 

Lancaster Bombers, Markle and Sparkle, The Blues and Royals, Still Working On 
It and the SYMC Team - The Roses of Sharon!! 
 
There were eight rounds: Entertainment, Matchmaking, Our World, Question of 
the Day, Where's that? 
Gogglebox, Refreshments and 
Pot Pourri. The Roses of Sharon 
decided to use their Joker (you 
get double points in the round 
that you play your Joker) but 
this proved to be a bit of a 
disaster as this was probably 
the worst round for us! 
 
Anyhow The Roses of Sharon 
came 5th out of the 7 teams, 
the winners being 'Still Working 
On It' with a marvellous score 
of 72. However there were no 
losers - we were all winners as 
we raised £168.00 for Christian 
Aid. The Raffle raised £49 and 
we had £119 left after paying 
out £185 on the fish, sausage 
and veggie burger 'n' chip 
suppers. 
 
We had a great evening, it was 
fun and we are going to do it all 
again next year!  

Thanks to Wilf and Pam for 
putting the quiz together and 
for St George's church for 
setting up the church for us and 
then putting things back in 
place for the service the next 
day. 
 
Keg 

Christian Aid Quiz 
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Exciting—but not too exciting! 

I have been asked to write a bit about my recent family holiday to Hawai’i—not 
because you really want to know about my family holiday, but because of the 
recent seismic activity that started while we were there. 
Having arrived in Hawai’i (the Big Island) on Friday 27th April, we got to our 
accommodation in Volcano Village on Sun 29th. This is just on the northern edge 
of the Volcanoes National Park which contains Kilauea, the currently most active 
volcano on Hawai’i. On Monday 30th we spent the day in the south-eastern 
corner (Pahoa area) visiting the Lava Tree State Monument, and driving as far 
west along the coast road 
(Highway 137) that it is 
possible to drive. The lava 
flows between 1986 and 2004 
cut that road off as the lava 
reached the sea. The house 
insurance situation in Hawaii 
is that you still own the land if 
your house is overrun by lava, 
(even though it might be 10m 
below the lava), so we found 
people rebuilding houses 
there now on bare lava (see 
right). 

The next day was spent in Volcanoes 
National Park. We walked through a 
crater next to the main Kilauea 
caldera, on top of the lava lake 
(thankfully solidified but steaming 
gently here and there) called Kilauea 
Iki (see left) and visited the Thurston 
Lava Tube. 
All ok so far—no seismic activity. But 
on Thursday 3rd we drove along the 
Saddle Road, visiting the highest peak 
on Hawai’i (Mauna Kea) which houses 
an observatory. As we were driving, 

we saw a curious pinkish plume in the sky off to the south-east, and on 
checking, found that this was coming from the Pu’u O’o crater (between Kilauea 
and Pahoa) - a rock fall into the crater causing it. No big deal we thought—it 
didn’t last long. 
The next day though—everything changed. Once again in Volcanoes National 
Park, we drove down Chain of Craters Road, to the south-east, stopping at Pu’u 
Loa to see the petroglyphs (figures etched in the lava). While on the boardwalk 
there, we all seemed to trip—at exactly the same time—and realised that 
actually this was due to an earthquake (5.3 on the Richter scale). A few minutes 
later a cloud of pink ash/dust could be seen to the north of us coming out of 
Pu’u O’o. Ok—quite exciting, but still no big deal. 
The big deal happened an hour or so later when we were at the coast, at the 
end of Chain of Craters Road, where it would have joined up with Highway 137 
to the east had the 1986-2004 lava flow not cut it off. We had just parked when 
the big earthquake happened. This was 6.9 on the Richter scale, and went on 
for over 10 seconds, knocking me off my feet. What a scary (and yet 
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exhilarating) experience to have the 
ground move under your feet, and keep 
on moving! Part of the cliffs just there fell 
into the sea and Jen (who you might 
remember has a PhD in volcanology) 
started to herd us back to the car 
because she realised that, depending on 
where the epicentre was, there might be 
a tsunami. A little while later the Park 
Rangers arrived and started moving 
everyone out of the Park—or at least to 
much higher up where we would be safe. 
Pu’u O’o was now producing more dust/ash (see above). 
So we were the first to set off—finding that we had to stop the car a number of 
times to move rocks off the road that had been shaken down from the sides.  
We checked the internet on getting back to Volcano Village, Jen looking at the 
data rather than what you see on the news, and found that this was a 
significant seismic event, with the main crater in Kilauea caldera (Halema’uma’u) 
also now producing dust/ash. 
Over the next few days there were many aftershocks. Our house was made of 
wood and just shook and groaned each time with pictures going crooked, 
cupboard doors coming open and things falling off shelves. Back in Pahoa, 
fissures were opening up, producing more and more lava as the days went by. 
There are around 20 fissures now (20/5/18) and the lava has flowed all the way 
to the sea, cutting off Highway 137 again— east of the place where it was cut 
off before, where we had just been. The triangle between Highways 130, 132 
and 137 has now been partially evacuated, a number of dwellings destroyed, 
and one person seriously injured by blobs of lava being spurted out of a fissure. 
He was just sitting on his third floor balcony so it had been thrown quite a 
distance! 
Volcanoes National Park is partially closed—some of the roads still accessible, 
but trails that we had walked earlier in the week are now closed, and the 
overlook for Halema’uma’u is also closed. They did open the overlook in the 

Park again on Sunday 6th, so we went along in 
the evening, and found that the level of lava in the 
lava lake had dropped around 700’, the lava 
having moved towards the east, along the Eastern 
Rift Zone, contributing to the eruption in Pahoa. 
Although we couldn’t see any lava, the red glow 
from it down below was reflected in the emissions 
and clouds (see left). 
We flew to Honolulu a couple of days later. 
I am left with an overwhelming sense of awe at 
God’s creation, and gratitude that I was there for 
the start of this amazing seismic event—we 
arrived just at the right time and left before it got 
worse. Sadly thousands of residents of the Pahoa 
district are not so lucky. 
Sue T 
There are lots of photos of the trip on Facebook if 
you have an account— just search for ‘Sue Truby’ 
and look at the ‘Hawaii 2018’ album. I’ll put some 
on the church website too. 
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Wednesday mornings 10:30 to 12:00,  
 
 
If you know of anyone in the community with a young baby 

or child, please invite them to attend. 
 

Small friendly group, all welcome,  
mums, dads, grandparents. 

 
Facebook page: Babes and Tots—Sandhurst. 

Babes and Tots 

 
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 2pm—daytime Bible Study 
 
Every Tuesday at 7:30—Prayer Group—followed by, from 8-9, evening Bible 
Study. 

Prayer Group and Bible Study 

Newsletter and website  

Thanks very much to all those people who send in articles and reports and news 
unsolicited. You make my job much easier! 
 
But please, if you are about to put a poster up in the foyer or noticeboards—
pass it to me first. 
If you’ve been to some event—please tell me about it afterwards. 
If you’re aware of a change of date or venue—let me know as soon as you can. 
 
The newsletter is (usually) in church on the last Sunday of the month for the 
following month. In order to do that, I have to send it to the printer the previous 
Sunday, and since it takes me several days to put it together, copy date is usual-
ly the middle of the week before that. I always put the next issue’s copy date in 
the newsletter (see the bottom of the next page) and Barbara puts it in the no-
tices, so you will always know when I need things, although with plenty of no-
tice and by prior arrangement, I can usually still accept things between the copy 
date and the Sunday evening. 
 
The more notice people have of upcoming events, the better! 
Thanks. Sue 

Messy Church 
Messy Church happens on the 3rd Saturday each month. 
The next date is Saturday 16th  June Please do encourage friends or relatives 
with small children to come along and have some fun. 
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Minister 

Rev Sharon Gardner 
minister@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

01344 774967  
 

Pastoral leader 
Margaret Picken 

pastoral@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Church Stewards—steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 Karen Glossop 01344 762407 Senior Steward 

Sandra Wooledge 01344 775177  

Heather Brown 01252 655419  

Matt Rowell 01344 775744  

House Fellowship groups providing a friendly  
platform for discussion ... 

Thursday House Group: 
 
Robert Godden, 11 Scotland Hill, Sandhurst. 
01252 872503 
Thursday June 14th 
 
Wednesday House Group: 
 
Diana Middleditch—hosted at Alison and Graham 
Fradgley’s for a while 
Forbes Chase, Sandhurst  
Wednesday 6th June 

Newsletter and Website  
newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Contributions for the July Newsletter (in church on Sunday 24th June) or website 
should be with Sue Truby by Thursday June 14th 
 
Contributions should either be: 
Handed to Sue at Church, 
Emailed to: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Or posted to 58 Crowthorne Road, Sandhurst GU47 9EP (01252 879236)  



 

14 

Spiritual Development Group 

An afternoon of singing, prayer and fellowship starting at 
14:30 pm. 

 
All are welcome— 

old and young, ladies and gentlemen. 
 

Refreshments are served  
following the short meeting. 

 
Do come along on 12th June when the speaker will be Audrey Gamlin  

Then 10th July, 14th August. 
 

Details from Frankie on 01344 772485 or fhiron137@btinternet.com 
Please come and join us, you will be very welcome. 

The spiritual development group organise: 
 
Regular Prayer meetings and evening Bible Study, every 

Tuesday evening 
 

Tuesday Praise and Prayer (2nd Tuesday) 
Rejoice! (4th Tuesday) 

Daytime Bible Study (1st and 3rd Tuesday) 
 

Please join us—or speak to Keg, Frankie or Sue for more 
details. 

June   

5th 2:00 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Bible Study 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

12th 2:30 pm 
       2:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Praise and Prayer 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

19th 2:00 pm 
       7.30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Bible Study 
Prayer Group  
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

26th 2.00 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Rejoice! 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

Praise and Prayer 
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June 2018 Rotas 

Flowers Funtime Worship 

3rd Alison and Jon Bone  

10th John and Muriel Mason  

17th -  

24th Sue Truby  

Welcome Coffee 

3rd Margaret Picken Cynthia Robinson and Eunice Feeney 

10th Dennis Richards Brenda Kegal and Ann Harper 

17th Mick Malone Joan Taylor and Sandra Wooledge 

24th Frankie Hiron Heather Brown and Barbara Rush 

Lifts to Church on Sunday morning 

If you require a lift to church and you live in Sandhurst or Yateley, please ring 
through the listed names. They are happy to give lifts if they are available. 
Please alternate between the names if using the service regularly. 

Yateley Sandhurst 

Pam Hardy 01252 870468 

Tricia Needes 01252 658350 

  

Graham Fradgley 01276 36631 

Barbara Rush 01252 876051 

Douglas Brown 01252 655419 

  

Funtime Worship is available 
during term time. If children are 
present then there will be 
someone to provide FTW. 
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3rd 10:30 am Rev Sharon Gardner (Holy Communion) 

10th 10:30 am Local Arrangement (All age worship) 

 6:30 pm Ecumenical Service at St George’s 

17th 10:30 am Irene Robinson 

 6.30 pm  Film Night—note now 3rd Sunday 

24th 10:30 am Christine Morgan 

 6:00 pm Café Worship at High Cross—every 4th Sunday 

For (nearly) up to the minute news, visit our new website: 
www.sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 
If you’re on Facebook—then ‘like’ our Facebook pages— 

and join in the conversation - 
Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church 

And Babes and Tots—Sandhurst 
 

And if you tweet, we’re there too: 
@SandYMethChurch 

 
To get in touch email: 

Stewards: steward@sandhurstyatelelymethodist.org.uk  
Hall hire: halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Weekly notices: notices@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Monthly Newsletter: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Multimedia: multimedia@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Website: siteadmin@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Anything else: info@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  

June 2018 


