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Dear friends, 
 
It’s hard to imagine that only a month ago events 
were being cancelled or postponed because of the 
unseasonal snow and now we’re basking in 
midsummer temperatures. I guess it proves that 
British weather is still as changeable as it ever was! 
Personally, I’m hoping to see a little more of spring 
before we get the paddling pools and suntan lotion out 
and declare a heat wave and a hosepipe ban. In any 
event we shouldn’t get carried away with thoughts of 
an early summer just yet. As the old adage goes, 
‘Ne’er cast a clout till May be out.’ 
 
Change is the defining characteristic of this time of 
year, both in nature and in the church calendar. Our 
festivals and special dates echo what was happening 
in the disciples’ lives in that first post-Easter period. 
Though the joy of resurrection was still with them, 
they were coming to terms with what that actually 
meant. Jesus appeared to them on a number of 
occasions but he was no longer present on a daily basis and soon he would leave 
them and return to his Father, an event we recall as Ascension Day, this year 
falling on 10th May. They were told to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. Wait they did, but hardly in eager anticipation, more in fear and 
trembling. Yet, despite the locked doors, the Holy Spirit came and nothing, 
nothing, was ever the same again. 
 
On that feast of Pentecost, the apostles were empowered to preach, teach and 
even perform miracles. The Christian Church was born (although it would be a 
while before it was called that) and it grew exponentially. It was a time of 
excitement and wonder - and danger and challenge – a time when the gifts of 
the Spirit were poured out on all believers.  
 
It’s a festival we will celebrate on 20th May with talk of tongues of fire and no 
doubt some rousing hymns……but beyond that….? I think sometimes we’re guilty 
of putting the events of Pentecost into an historical context and thinking that 
those gifts and that empowering were only for that time and the purpose of 
establishing the early church and bear no relevance for our church today.  
 
Yet never has the established church in Britain been more in need of the power 
of the Holy Spirit to re-ignite the flame. We live in a society for whom the church 
is largely irrelevant. (That’s not true for all, of course, but it is for many.) It’s 
painful for us to acknowledge that, but we need to if we are to change things 
and reach the community we serve with the gospel message – which will always 
be relevant but may not be heard unless we get it out there. 
 
How do we do that? Well, it starts with prayer and on the next page there is 
information about ‘Thy Kingdom Come,’ a joint Anglican-Methodist prayer 
initiative. It encompasses the time between Ascension and Pentecost and it asks 
of us just this: to pray for five people to come to know the love of Jesus Christ: 

The Minister writes... 
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April 
29th: Winkfield Row 
May 
1st-3rd:Dealing with death 
2nd: Wednesday House group 
8th: Praise and Prayer 
10th: Coffee morning, Thursday House group, Thy 
Kingdom Come starts 
13th-19th: Christian Aid Week 
13th: SCT service—Christian Aid—at our church 
15th: Christian Aid lunch, Club 15 
19th: Christian Aid Quiz, Messy Church 
20th: Film night “The Imitation Game” 
26th: Chelsea Fringe (Memorial Park) 
June 
22/24: Retreat 

What’s on? 

We have moved film night so that it doesn’t clash with the café style worship at 
High Cross. Please join us for a film, fellowship and a pizza (we order in). 
Next one is 

‘The Imitation Game’ on Sunday 20th May 

to pray for them daily, faithfully and with the expectancy that God will answer 
and act. That’s it. As simple as that – and as powerful as that. 
 
So let’s start changing things, one prayer and one person at a time, through the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit. Are you up for it?! 
Yours in anticipation, 
 

Sharon 

Film night—upcoming ... 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement and 
the Methodist Church is a major partner in this initiative. 
It invites all Christians to pray, between Ascension and 

Pentecost, for more people to know Jesus. The Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Revd Justin Welby, and the Secretary of the Methodist Conference, the 
Revd Canon Gareth J Powell, are inviting people around the world to join with 
this campaign.  
 
Join the global wave of prayer from May 10th-20th  
More details here www.thykingdomcome.global 
 
Training is offered by the Diocese of Guildford. The training will take place on 
Wednesday, 7th March 2018 from 1.30pm – 3.30pm and w ill take place in 
Guildford. The cost of the training is free to all denominations. To book please go 
to: www.cofeguildford.org.uk/events. 

Thy Kingdom Come #Pledge2Pray 

http://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/events
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Current shortages -  
 
Tinned tomatoes, tinned 
vegetables and Potatoes, Custard, 
Rice Puddings and LongLife Milk.  
 
Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support 

Crowthorne Foodbank 

Coffee mornings 

Coffee Mornings every second Thursday in the month 
 
We have started a monthly Coffee Morning at church for members and visitors. 
The first one was held in January and we had a dozen people attend. It was a 
lovely opportunity to catch up over coffee and cakes. 
Do put the dates in your diary and pop along if you are free between 10:30 and 
12 midday.  
Next date Thursday 10th May. 
Heather  

Christian Aid lunch 

We are holding The Christian Aid soup lunch on Tuesday 15th May from 12.30 
to 1.30 at St. Swithuns, Yateley. Invitation tickets will go out shortly and we 
hope you will be able to support this, by coming along or making a donation.  

Club 15 Theatre visit 

“All My Sons” by Arthur Miller Electric Theatre, Guildford 
 
Fourteen Club 15 members were booked to see “All My Sons” by Arthur Miller at 
the Electric , Guildford but sadly three had to drop out with illness, etc which 
was a shame because they missed a gripping, tragic story which was presented 
superbly by the amateur Guildbury Theatre cast (www.guildburys.com/about-
us/) . 
 
“All My Sons” is family drama at its best: gripping and powerful, and written by 
one of the greatest playwrights of the 20th Century. It is based on the question 
- if you had a secret that could tear your life and family apart would you keep it 
hidden? 
Joe Keller is a successful businessman who lives with his wife Kate and son Chris 
in late-1940s suburban America. Their only sadness, it seems, is the loss of their 
other son Larry, who went missing in World War II. After three years, Kate still 
clings to the hope that her son is alive. However the fragile family calm is ripped 

http://www.guildburys.com/about-us/
http://www.guildburys.com/about-us/
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We meet on 2nd Tuesday 
of the month, led by 
Frankie. This month we 
were still looking at the 
Easter story and had 
various readings and 
poems relating to that topic. 
Some were humorous and 
some serious, so we had a 
good mixture. We had 
Wordsworth’s poem about 
the daffodils, a children’s 
poem about Easter bunnies 
and eggs, which brought in 
the real meaning of Easter; 
a reading from Helen 
Steiner Rice, another about 
flowers plus a few others. 

Frankie closed the meeting with a reading by Peter Marshall (a Scot, who, many 
years ago, was chaplain to the Senate in USA) relating to Matthew's gospel chapter 
28. We had some rousing hymns, which we managed to sing really well, despite 
there only being 9 of us there! 
 
Sonia was missed today; she is a regular attender, so we all signed Get Well cards 
for both Sonia and Ian who are both in Frimley Park Hospital. Get well both of you. 
We had a few regulars missing today because of illness - hope you are all feeling 
better - and we look forward to seeing you next month. 
 
We thought of many people during our time of prayer and lifted them up to the Lord. 
 
After a cup of tea (or coffee) and biscuits, ably done by stand-ins Joan and Sandra 
(Diane is away in Australia at the moment), we all had a good chat (sounded as 
though there could have been 20 people there!!) and then Doug Wooledge took this 
photo of us - what a bevy of beauties I hear you say. 
 
Thank you Frankie for leading us every month.  
 

Do come and join us - we’d love to see you. 

Praise and Prayer 

apart with the arrival of an unexpected visitor. Deep wounds are opened and the 
family has to confront the truth behind their otherwise comfortable lives. 
Exploring the dark side of the American Dream, it’s a story that remains relevant 
to our modern world. 
 
On the basis of this production if there is a chance to see the Guildbury Theatre 
again in the future it is highly recommended to do so.  
 
Graham Fradgley 
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Club 15 May 

New GDPR Regulations 

New GDPR regulations are coming into operation on 25th May 2018.   This is 
across the EU and is to protect individuals from having their personal 
information which may be stored for one purpose, being forwarded to another 
user for a different purpose.   You now have to opt in for us to be able to store 
and use your information to contact you. 
 
You may be assured that take your privacy seriously and will only use your 
personal information to administer your SYMC offertories, donations and/or 
provide other relevant information and/or support that you might reasonably 
expect from us.  We will only use details that you have given us and not collect 
further information about you from third party organisations. We will only retain 
your information for the duration of your attendance and then only use it if you 
request that we continue to send you information after that time. We will not 
pass or share your information with any third party, contractor or agency unless 
required by law. 
 
Personal information you give us is held securely by SYMC.  Access to this 
information is restricted to officers of SYMC in order to undertake their roles.  In 
return for your support we will update you primarily by the SYMC Newsletter and 
Weekly Notices to keep you informed about news and the work of SYMC, the 
Circuit, the District and the Methodist Church Connexion as well as advise how 
your support is being used.  In addition from time to time we would like to 
contact you with details of associated promotions, relevant events and/or 
information that we consider may be of interest to you. 
 
Some of you have already been contacted via email with both details of this 
information and also with a GDPR Privacy Notice Return Form  'Permission to 
Keep in Touch'.   If you have not, or do not have an email address, then we 
have hard copies which will be given to you to complete and return to Keg.  
 
Please note that without your reply we will no longer be able to 
communicate with you after 25th May 2018.   

We meet this month at 24 Farm View, Yateley, for a cheese and wine evening. 
Lots of different cheeses to try and wines to taste (soft drinks available too). 
 
Please send an email to margaret.picken@gmail.com or phone 01252 879802 to 
let me know if you are coming or not and with any names of cheeses you may 
wish to try. 
 
Do come and join us on 15 May- let us hope for a sunny evening - at 7.45 pm. 

Winkfield Row 
Winkfield Row 
Sadly it will the last service to be held at Winkfield Row on Sunday afternoon 
29th April at 3 pm.   This service will be led by Rev Bryan Coates. We have 
been kindly invited to attend. 
ALL WELCOME 

https://maps.google.com/?q=24+Farm+View,+Yateley&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:margaret.picken@gmail.com
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From one of her gardening clients, Heather recently came into possession of the 
souvenir booklet of the Eversley Methodist Church's Jubilee Celebrations (1878 
to 1928). The celebrations took place on Sunday, July 29th and Wednesday, 
August 1st, 1928.  
 
In that time, the Eversley church appears to have been a part of the Sandhurst 
Circuit whose superintendent was based in Sandhurst Methodist on Scotland Hill. 
The following extract from the souvenir booklet's first chapter may therefore be 
of interest to our members as it covers the founding of the first Methodist Chap-
el in Sandhurst, and a little of the preceding history back to Charles Wesley.  
 
Douglas and Heather Brown 
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“The Year of the Jubilee has Come.” 
EVERSLEY,  

OF THE  
SANDHURST WESLEYAN CIRCUIT,  

 

BY  
E. V. MELLON.  

CHAPTER I.  
 

THE STORY OF YESTERDAY.  
 

How can one write the Methodist history of Eversley except as a sequel to the story of 
the rise of Methodism in the Sandhurst Circuit as a whole or further that of the Aldershot 
Circuit from whence we originally sprang?  
 

In the minutes of this last-named circuit for December 29th, 1864, under the superin-
tendence of Dr. W. H. Rule, who had primary charge of the military work at Aldershot,  
mention is made of a preaching place at Trunk Farm, Hawley. This appears to be the 
first incursion of our energetic neighbours within our borders. * 
 

* The Rev. R. E. Brown sends me the following :-   “I came across the following in John 
Wesley's Journal, which may be of interest. It is the only record of his having passed 
near Eversley.  

 

1751-  
 

Saturday, October 19th.  
We rode leisurely on to Basingstoke and came, about two hours after sunset, to 
Bramsel. 

 

Sunday, October 20th.   
Farmer N-------, who had begged me to come that way upon the minister's offer-
ing me the use of his Church, informing me that his mind was changed, I rode 
over to Reading, preached at one and five; and on Monday, 21st, rode forward to 
London.” 

 

Bramsel is undoubtedly Bramshill. As Bramshill is in the Eversley Parish, it was 
in all probability Eversley Parish Church which was finally closed against the 
founder of Methodism.  

 

At the same meeting, however, is a more significant entry,  
“This meeting thankfully receives the intelligence that Robt. Gibson, Esq, of 
Sandhurst Lodge has offered the gift of a piece of ground in freehold, for the 
erection of a Church in Sandhurst, and that measures are already taken for the 
assemblage of a congregation in that neighbourhood, and unanimously recom-
mends the proposal to erect a Wesleyan place of worship at Sandhurst."  

 

Thus Sandhurst became a part of the Aldershot Circuit, and  
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“on Sunday, January 1st, 1865, the first Wesleyan congregation was assembled at 
Sandhurst, and now fills a barn which has been lent for its temporary accommo-
dation. A class is formed of twelve members, and two on trial, and a good pro-
spect of increase. It will be necessary to erect a shed to receive the congregation 
until a Church can be built. Money will be collected for a shed, and as much as 
practicable towards the new building, but, as yet, very much cannot be expected.”  

 

Father Cox.  
 

It was in this year that the name of David Cox "farmer of Sandhurst” appears.   Mr. Cox 
-or Father Cox- as he was affectionately known for many years - took a leading part, 
notwithstanding determined opposition from the rector of the parish, in consolidating the 
work at Sandhurst, where his grandson, Mr. Josiah Cox, maintains the high tradition  
of service.  
 

Other Worthies.  
 

One by one, the names of other devoted workers appear, most of them employed on the 
building of Broadmoor Asylum. Deeply earnest men from the west country, warm-
hearted, and fearless, they unceasingly gave of their scanty leisure and scantier purses. 
Mr. Jarvis, The Clerk of the Works, Messrs. Keith, Nash, Fry, Spear, Osbaldstone, 
Lyford, Franklin Johnson and Aland are particularly worthy of mention.  
 

On September 20th, 1866, 33 members with £100 decided to build the first brick chapel 
of the Circuit.  
 

The First Church.  
 

The stone-laying took place in June, 1867. It was a great day.   Sandhurst had never 
known the like. A procession, including many from Aldershot and Reading, headed by 
an amateur band, paraded the village.  
 

Banners with such mottoes as “This is the Lord's doing : it is marvellous in our eyes”, 
“The friends of all, the enemies of none”, were raised aloft.  
 

The service was conducted by the Rev. J. Webster, Rev. E. H. Tindall of Aldershot, and 
Rev. F. Smith of Guildford.  
 

W. W. Pocock, Esq., laid the stone and on it placed £20. Then followed a stream of gift 
bringers, and the day's offerings reached £75. Promises of help, in cash and labour,  
were made, and a further promise of £75, when the roof was on.  
 

The building of the Sandhurst Chapel was indeed a glorious episode and might well be 
told at length, but space forbids.  
 

The first quarterly meeting held at Sandhurst was on September 25th, 1867, the Rev. 
Joseph Webster presiding.  
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Christian Aid Week: Together we’re 
stronger than the storms 

 

 In Haiti, Marcelin raised his three daughters 
alone. They’ve endured some of the worst 
natural disasters on earth. They’re not just 

survivors. They’re fighters. But they’re only so strong. They won’t survive the 
next hurricane without your help.

p. 

This Christian Aid Week, you can be in their corner. You can help them build a 
home that will weather the next storm, so they won’t need to fight to survive 
anymore. 

Christian Aid Week unites kingdom builders like you from all walks of life. We 
step out in mission for our neighbours like Marcelin, because we believe in life 
before death. We believe God’s kingdom is stronger than the storms. 

Join us 

This Christian Aid Week, 13-19 May, our church is...  

holding a collection in Church. Please fill your envelope and give one to friends 
and family. 
hosting the Sandhurst Churches Together Ecumenical Service at 6:30pm on 
Sunday 13th May which will be led by our Minister Sharon Gardner and have a 
Christian Aid theme. 

Christian Aid Week 2018 
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Retreat 

22/24TH JUNE 2018 
 

LADYWELL CONVENT, 
 

 GODALMING, SURREY 
 

LED BY GILL DASCOMBE 
 

(FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF THE METHODIST CONFERNCE) 
 

THE THEME FOR THE WEEKEND 
  WILL BE   

 
"JESUS REMEMBER ME WHEN YOU COME INTO YOUR KINGDOM" 

 
Cost is £160 fully catered 

 
To book your place please contact 

 
Brian Sherrell 

 
brian-car@hotmail.co.uk or 01883 370945 

 
This retreat is organised by the 

 
 Methodist Retreat Group "REFLECT"  

supporting the Women’s World Day of Prayer lunch for Christian Aid that is 
being held on Tuesday 15th May from 12:30pm to 1:30pm at St. Swithuns 
Church, Yateley. 
involved in the Sandhurst Churches Together Quiz for Christian Aid on 
Saturday 19th May at St George’s Church, Owlsmoor : 7:00 pm for a 7:30pm 
start ( further details in this Newsletter) 

 

Will you join us? If our church can raise £210, we could pay for two days’ 
construction training for a local builder in Haiti. The builder could then build 
secure, comfortable homes for people like Marcelin, giving them a safe place to 
weather the next disaster, and a fighting chance to build a better life. 

Speak to Wilf Hardy today……wjhscot@aol.com or 07823 406908 

Together we can be stronger than the storms 

Photo credit: Christian Aid : Marcelin Abellard and his daughters Ketia, Linda 
and Keshna (left to right in the photo) still haven’t recovered from Hurricane 
Matthew. 

mailto:wjhscot@aol.com
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Wednesday mornings 10:30 to 12:00,  
 
 
If you know of anyone in the community with a young baby 

or child, please invite them to attend. 
 

Small friendly group, all welcome,  
mums, dads, grandparents. 

 
Facebook page: Babes and Tots—Sandhurst. 

Babes and Tots 

 
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 2pm—daytime Bible Study 
 
Every Tuesday at 7:30—Prayer Group—followed by, from 8-9, evening Bible 
Study. 

Prayer Group and Bible Study 

Newsletter and website  

Thanks very much to all those people who send in articles and reports and news 
unsolicited. You make my job much easier! 
 
But please, if you are about to put a poster up in the foyer or noticeboards—
pass it to me first. 
If you’ve been to some event—please tell me about it afterwards. 
If you’re aware of a change of date or venue—let me know as soon as you can. 
 
The newsletter is (usually) in church on the last Sunday of the month for the 
following month. In order to do that, I have to send it to the printer the previous 
Sunday, and since it takes me several days to put it together, copy date is usual-
ly the middle of the week before that. I always put the next issue’s copy date in 
the newsletter (see the bottom of the next page) and Barbara puts it in the no-
tices, so you will always know when I need things, although with plenty of no-
tice and by prior arrangement, I can usually still accept things between the copy 
date and the Sunday evening. 
 
The more notice people have of upcoming events, the better! 
Thanks. Sue 

Messy Church 
Messy Church happens on the 3rd Saturday each month. 
The next date is Saturday 19th  May Please do encourage friends or relatives 
with small children to come along and have some fun. 
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Minister 

Rev Sharon Gardner 
minister@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

01344 774967  
 

Pastoral leader 
Margaret Picken 

pastoral@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Church Stewards—steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 Karen Glossop 01344 762407 Senior Steward 

Sandra Wooledge 01344 775177  

Heather Brown 01252 655419  

Matt Rowell 01344 775744  

House Fellowship groups providing a friendly  
platform for discussion ... 

Thursday House Group: 
 
Robert Godden, 11 Scotland Hill, Sandhurst. 
01252 872503 
Thursday May 10th 
 
Wednesday House Group: 
 
Diana Middleditch—hosted at Alison and Graham 
Fradgley’s for a while 
Forbes Chase, Sandhurst  
Wednesday 2nd May 

Newsletter and Website  
newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Contributions for the June Newsletter (in church on Sunday 27th May) or web-
site should be with Sue Truby by Thursday May 17th 
 
Contributions should either be: 
Handed to Sue at Church, 
Emailed to: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Or posted to 58 Crowthorne Road, Sandhurst GU47 9EP (01252 879236)  
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Spiritual Development Group 

An afternoon of singing, prayer and fellowship starting at 
14:30 pm. 

 
All are welcome— 

old and young, ladies and gentlemen. 
 

Refreshments are served  
following the short meeting. 

 
Do come along on 8th May  

Then 12th June, 10th July, 14th August. 
 

Details from Frankie on 01344 772485 or fhiron137@btinternet.com 
Please come and join us, you will be very welcome. 

The spiritual development group organise: 
 
Regular Prayer meetings and evening Bible Study, every 

Tuesday evening 
 

Tuesday Praise and Prayer (2nd Tuesday) 
Rejoice! (4th Tuesday) 

Daytime Bible Study (1st and 3rd Tuesday) 
 

Please join us—or speak to Keg, Frankie or Sue for more 
details. 

May   

1st 2:00 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Bible Study 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

8th 2:30 pm 
       2:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Praise and Prayer 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

15th 2:00 pm 
       7.30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Bible Study 
Prayer Group  
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

22nd 2.00 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Rejoice! 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

29th 7.30 pm 
       8.00 pm 

Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

Praise and Prayer 
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May 2018 Rotas 

Flowers Funtime Worship 

6th Heather Brown  

13th Alison Fradgley  

20th Robert Godden  

27th Sandra Wooledge  

Welcome Coffee 

6th Frankie Hiron Alison Bone and Julia Spencer-Jones 

13th Margaret Schaap Alison Fradgley and Sonia Walton 

20th Audrey Gamlin Margaret Picken and Cynthia Robinson 

27th Barbara Rush Audrey Gamlin and Eunice Feeney 

Lifts to Church on Sunday morning 

If you require a lift to church and you live in Sandhurst or Yateley, please ring 
through the listed names. They are happy to give lifts if they are available. 
Please alternate between the names if using the service regularly. 

Yateley Sandhurst 

Pam Hardy 01252 870468 

Tricia Needes 01252 658350 

  

Graham Fradgley 01276 36631 

Barbara Rush 01252 876051 

Douglas Brown 01252 655419 

  

Funtime Worship is available 
during term time. If children are 
present then there will be 
someone to provide FTW. 
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6th 10:30 am Maggie Garton  

13th 10:30 am Rev Sharon Gardner (Holy Communion, 
General Church Meeting) 

 6:30 pm Ecumenical Service at our church (Christian 
Aid) 

20th 10:30 am Nina Preston 

 6.30 pm  Film Night—note now 3rd Sunday 

27th 10:30 am Doreen Murgatroyd 

 6:00 pm Café Worship at High Cross—every 4th Sunday 

For (nearly) up to the minute news, visit our new website: 
www.sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 
If you’re on Facebook—then ‘like’ our Facebook pages— 

and join in the conversation - 
Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church 

And Babes and Tots—Sandhurst 
 

And if you tweet, we’re there too: 
@SandYMethChurch 

 
To get in touch email: 

Stewards: steward@sandhurstyatelelymethodist.org.uk  
Hall hire: halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Weekly notices: notices@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Monthly Newsletter: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Multimedia: multimedia@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Website: siteadmin@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Anything else: info@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  

May 2018 


