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1st 10:30 am Rev Sharon Gardner (Holy Communion) 

8th 10:30 am Rev Mike Thomason 

 6.30 pm SCT Ecumenical service at the Baptist 
Church 

15th 10:30 am Local Arrangement 

22nd 10:30 am Kim Tame 

 6:30 pm Film night (chosen by Gill) 

29th 10:30 am Rosemary MorganBarry 

For (nearly) up to the minute news, visit our new website: 
www.sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 
If you’re on Facebook—then ‘like’ our Facebook pages— 

and join in the conversation - 
Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church 

And Babes and Tots—Sandhurst 
 

And if you tweet, we’re there too: 
@SandYMethChurch 

 
To get in touch email: 

Stewards: steward@sandhurstyatelelymethodist.org.uk  
Hall hire: halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Weekly notices: notices@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Monthly Newsletter: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Multimedia: multimedia@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Website: siteadmin@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  
Anything else: info@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk  

March 2020 
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Dear friends, 
 
‘The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech and night to 
night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words; 
their voice is not heard; 
Yet their voice goes out through all the earth 
and their words to the end of the world.’  
 
So writes the psalmist in the opening verses 
of Psalm 19. I love these words and the 
image they convey of creation crying out its 
praises to its Creator. 
 
In the recent God in Love Unites Us study 
sessions we have been talking about 
relationships of all kinds. We have 
considered how God has made us for 
relationship with one another but first and 
foremost with himself. We have thought 
about his purpose in creating humankind 
and read in Genesis how he gave humanity 
two commands: one, to be fruitful and 
multiply; the second, to care for his creation. 
We have most certainly done the first, but 
we have done it at the expense of much of 
the rest of creation. Our planet has been rich in resources but they are not 
infinite, yet we have squandered them as if they were. In the West we have 
prospered at the expense of many living in poorer countries; as the human race 
we have exploited animal life and polluted our blue and beautiful planet. I can’t 
help but think that creation’s declaration of God’s glory is coupled with its cries to 
him for rescue. 
 
The 1st March is the first Sunday of Lent and as we begin this time of penitence 
and prayer I commend to you the Lenten resources brought out by All We Can 
(formerly MRDF) which are entitled Radically Changing the Story and look at how 
through small actions we can have a big impact. When we think about climate 
change and those most affected by it, we come face to face with poverty and 
inequality and All We Can invites us to help challenge and change the situation.  
If, like me, you often feel overwhelmed at the immensity of the world’s problems 
and cannot see how your small efforts could have any real effect, do not be 
discouraged and give up but think of the parable of the mustard seed. 
 
Among the resources available are devotional booklets for personal use 
throughout Lent. I have ordered several them at just £2 each so if you would like 
to have one, then please just let me know. In the devotional there is this quote 
from St Francis of Assisi: 

The Minister writes... 
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March 2020 Rotas 

Flowers Funtime Worship 

1st Marian Lammers  

8th Wendy Hart  

15th Mary Adams  

22nd Alison Fradgley  

29th -  

Welcome Coffee 

1st Eunice Feeney Eunice Feeney and Ann Harper 

8th Cynthia Robinson Phil and Hilary Tattershall 

15th Mick Malone Joan Taylor and Sandra Wooledge 

22nd Margaret Picken Heather Brown and Barbara Rush 

29th Barbara Rush Diane Knight and Sandra Fogwill 

Lifts to Church on Sunday morning 

If you require a lift to church and you live in Sandhurst or Yateley, please ring 
through the listed names. They are happy to give lifts if they are available. 
Please alternate between the names if using the service regularly. 
 
Please do take advantage of this service—people really do want to 
help. 

Yateley Sandhurst 

Pam Hardy 01252 870468 

Tricia Needes 01252 658350 

Graham Fradgley 01276 36631 

Barbara Rush 01252 876051 

Douglas Brown 01252 655419 

Funtime Worship is available 
during term time. If children are 
present then there will be 
someone to provide FTW. 

Cleaning 

w/c 9/3 Alison Fradgley and Eunice Feeney 

w/c 30/3 Sandra Wooledge and Wendy Hart 
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Spiritual Development Group 
The spiritual development group organise: 
 
Regular Prayer meetings and evening Bible Study, every 

Tuesday evening 
 

Tuesday Praise and Prayer (2nd Tuesday) 
Rejoice! (4th Tuesday) 

Daytime Bible Study (1st and 3rd Tuesday) 
 
 

Please join us 
—or speak to Keg, Frankie or Sue for more details. 

March   

3rd  2:00 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Bible Study 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

10th 2:30 pm 
        7:30 pm 
        8:00 pm 

Praise and Prayer 
Prayer Group 
God in love unites Us 

Schoolroom 

17th 2:00 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

God in Love Unites Us 
Prayer Group  
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

24th 2:30 pm 
       7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Rejoice! 
Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

31st 7:30 pm 
       8:00 pm 

Prayer Group 
Bible Study 

Schoolroom 

Babes and Tots 
 

Wednesday mornings 10:30 to 12:00 
 

If you know of anyone in the community with a young 
baby or child, please invite them to attend. 

 
Small friendly group, all welcome,  

mums, dads, grandparents. 
 

Facebook page: Babes and Tots—Sandhurst. 
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February 
25th Rejoice! 
 
March 
4th Quench Christian Bookshop talk 
6th World Day of Prayer 
8th SCT Ecumenical service 
10th Praise and Prayer, God in Love Unites Us 
11th Wednesday house group 
12th Coffee morning, Thursday house group 
14th Club 15 Theatre trip 
17th God in Love Unites Us 
22nd Film night 
24th Rejoice! 
28th Yateley Choral Society 

What’s on? 

 ‘Start by doing what is necessary, then what is possible and suddenly you are 
doing the impossible.’ 
 
That seems a good point to end…..or perhaps I should say, to start. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
 
Sharon 

The Buzz 
The Buzz brings all members of the Methodist Church in Britain together by 
sharing good news from across the Connexion. The stories tell of the many ways 
that the Church is working out the four aspects of Our Calling: Worship, 
Learning and Caring, Service and Evangelism. 
Issue 187 tells of: 
Worship—The Christchurch Methodist and United Reformed Church, Hitchin has 
been celebrating its Golden Jubilee by (amongst other things) planting a young 
silver birch tree which will replace one that was rescued as a sapling from the 
roof of the old Brand Street Methodist Church. 
Evangelism—Lancashire District has launched the Godly Play Bus, the first 
mobile Godly Play classroom in the UK. Godly Play is a form of teaching the Bible 
that encourages children to explore the stories and language of faith in a tactime 
way. 
Learning and Caring—Ebenezer Methodist Church, Jersey is bringing together 
the eldest and yhoungest members of its congregation in a new club called 
‘Generations’ 
Service—Mission Possible is an exciting project to increase the space to 
Oakworth Methodist Church, near Keighley and to improve community and 
drama facilities in support of mission, particularly with young people. 
 
You can sign up for your email copy of The Buzz here https://
www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/sign-up-for-newsletters 
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The all night café on the A30 is in need of: 
Roll mats, sleeping bags, new men’s socks, new men’s pants/boxers/trunks and 
any full size toiletries 
 
The shelter in Brighton is in need of:  
Individual size toiletries (such as provided in hotels). 
 
Please bring in and give to Keg 

Club 15 February– takeaway meal—report 

All Night Café needs 

Club 15 members 
braved Storm 
Dennis to meet up 
at Sandra Fogwill’s 
for a Takeaway 
Evening. 
 
We mixed tasty 
Chinese and Indian 
food on our plates 
covering all dietary 
options for 
vegetarian, gluten 
free and meat 
eaters. 

 
It was great catch up on everyone’s 
family news and discuss a wide range 
of topics. 
 
Our thanks to Sandra and Malcolm for 
venturing out in the storm to collect 
our takeaways. 
 
Carol 

 
The World Day of Prayer service this year is being held at St. 
Swithuns at 11am on Friday 6th March and is planned by the 
Women of Zimbabwe. 

World Day of Prayer 
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Minister 

Rev Sharon Gardner 
minister@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

01344 774967  
 

Pastoral leader 
Margaret Picken 

pastoral@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Church Stewards—steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 

Karen Glossop 01344 762407 Senior Steward 

Sandra Wooledge 01344 775177  

Heather Brown 01252 655419  

Matt Rowell 01344 775744  

House Fellowship groups providing a friendly  
platform for discussion ... 

 
Thursday House Group: 
 
Robert Godden, 11 Scotland Hill, Sandhurst. 
01252 872503 
Thursday 12th March 
 
Wednesday House Group: 
 
Diana Middleditch 
—hosted at Alison and Graham Fradgley’s  
3 Forbes Chase, Sandhurst  
Wednesday 11th March 

Newsletter and Website  
newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Contributions for the April Newsletter (in church on Sunday 29th March) or web-
site should be with Sue Truby by Wednesday March 18th 
 
Contributions should either be: 
Handed to Sue at Church, 
Emailed to: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Or posted to 58 Crowthorne Road, Sandhurst GU47 9EP (01252 879236)  
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For their December 
activity, the 
Thursday House 
Group planned to 
attend a late 
afternoon 
performance of the 
Wintershall nativity 
set in the 
countryside near 
Bramley south of 
Guildford.  
 
An invitation was 
extended to 
anyone in the 
church to come 
along, so on the 
last Thursday 
before Christmas 

three cars pulled up in the field serving as a car park bringing a group of ten 
from the church, all wrapped up warm prepared for anything. Nevertheless no 
one wanted to get out of their car – the rain was lashing down and we all knew 
we were in for a soaking. But surprisingly the rain stopped after a bit and we 
made our way up the hill to a field where the first scene was to be set.  
 
There was a delay getting started as the donkey was being an ass, but 
eventually the shepherds appeared and busied themselves around the flock.  
 
Meanwhile Mary and Joseph rode past and we moved over to the barn to watch 
as they were offered somewhere to stay.  
 
The activity returned to the field where the shepherds were huddled around a 
fire tending their flock – in the dark our leader wasn’t able to keep such good 
control of his flock, but wherever the others got to they were still able to follow 
the proceedings. An angel appeared with the news of Jesus’ birth and the 
remaining activity was played out in the comfort of the barn.  
 
It was an interesting portrayal of the Christmas story up to the arrival of the 
wise men, with flash-backs to earlier events such as the angel appearing to 
Mary. The barn offered a rustic environment complete with farm animals, shelter 
from another rainstorm outside, and music was provided by local players and a 
small choir of schoolchildren.  
 
It was an enjoyable and different experience and somehow we returned to the 
cars without being rained upon at any time! 
 

Robert Godden 

Wintershall 
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The March Club 15 event will be on 
Saturday 14th March to the evening 
performance of “EDUCATING RITA”, 
starring Stephen Tomkinson, at the Yvonne 
Arnaud Theatre in Guildford. 
 
Ticket prices are between £34 and £39.50 
and will depend upon what is available 
when booked. 
 
Tickets all booked now but might still be 
available directly from the theatre. 
 
Transport by train is probably possible or we can maximise car space by 
discussion nearer the date.  
 
Graham & Alison Fradgley. 

An evening of prayer for the work of Quench Christian 
Bookshop and its staff. 

 
St George's Church, Owlsmoor. 

 
Wednesday 4th March 7.30 - 9pm 

 
There will be refreshments and the chance to look at a small stall at 
7.30 and then an hour of prayer from 8pm led by Ali Ceaser and the 

team. 

Quench Christian Bookshop 

Club 15 Theatre trip in March 
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implement a total replacement. 

Our treasurer, Wendy, has checked with Circuit to confirm there is no reason 
why we should not accept this offer of help, obtain a quote, and—subject to cost
- eventually proceed with installation. 

To this end, Jon Bone and I have already met with the chief designer of CAVS, 
the company which installed and later upgraded our video projection system. We 
discussed with him our requirements for preachers, musicians and as many oth-
er likely uses as we could think of. We have since received a quote from CAVS  
and the donor has indicated their willingness to meet this cost.  

Digression - Why did only CAVS quote? 

CAVS is a local company with a reputation for quality installations at rea-
sonable prices. They have installed equipment in many churches in their 
geographic area, not just ours. In the past, after assessing quotes from 
several suppliers, we originally chose CAVS to do all our previous instal-
lations on the basis of value-for-money. They have also been very help-
ful to us over initial teething issues in the past. We are keen therefore 
for CAVS to do this installation. 

The donor is aware of all of this and is happy that we only approached 
CAVS for this quote. 

CAVS’ Quote 

The highlights of the new ‘total-replacement’ audio system are as follows… 

An amplifier and mixing desk combination to allow dynamic control of 
sound levels during services, performances, etc. 
A signal processor: allows “turning up” quiet preachers; reduced risk of 
feedback loops. 
A ‘Bluetooth’ receiver: accepts audio provided ad-hoc from mobile devic-
es and laptops. 
New speakers : two for the main hall, one for the crèche. (Note: all four 
of the current speakers in the main hall will be taken down and disposed 
of). 
New microphones, including a flautist’s headset mic. 
Extra sockets & wiring to be installed near the organ for musicians’ use: 
for microphones and a fold-back speaker. 
New wiring throughout, mostly following existing wiring routes. 

Church Council 

This report was considered at Church Council in January 2020 and overwhelm-
ingly supported.  

The work will go ahead in the middle of March, in plenty of time for the Easter 
services. 
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Report on Multimedia to Church Council, 28th January 2020 
by Douglas Brown 

The issue 

For some time, we have been experiencing amplification issues with a small 
number of quiet-spoken preachers; members have rightly complained they have 
experienced problems hearing them, especially if the preacher drops their voice 
at the end of sentences and/or during prayer. The multimedia team have been 
trying to improve audibility for these preachers, but there is only so much we 
can do with the current system. 

Replacing the lapel mike with a ‘boom mike’ has helped, but it is unlikely to offer 
a complete solution that covers all cases. This remains to be seen (or heard), 
but note that if a voice becomes too quiet, even a boom mic may have to be 
‘turned up’ so far as to cause an ear-piercing feedback loop from our current 
system.  

Another issue which won’t be so apparent to members is that our ancient ampli-
fier does not make it easy for an operator to continually adjust the sound levels 
to suit all speakers, let alone deal with dynamic situations that may arise mo-
ment-to-moment within a service. It works better as a system that is setup once 
and then left to work on its own. This is why some preachers come across as 
loud (and stay loud) while others are still too quiet (and stay quiet). 

We must also mention that the audio part of our system provides no facilities at 
all to encourage live music in our church: things like extra microphones and a 
rear-facing ‘fold-back’ speaker which allows musicians to hear themselves over 
other sounds – e.g. the congregation’s singing. These would all require addition-
al channels in our amplifier (at least three) but ours is already at near full capac-
ity, with only one spare channel. 

In conclusion, it is obvious to us—the multimedia team—that these issues could 
only be addressed by a costly replacement of the whole audio system (not the 
video system). 

Why a full replacement? 

Because the entire audio system -microphones, amplifier, wiring & speakers- is 
ageing. Note that microphones and speakers contain moving parts and thus do 
wear out; wiring degrades over time, reducing signal quality; and -as mentioned
- the amplifier no longer suits all our needs. 

The team is not aware exactly how old it is but it easily predates the member-
ship of its operators; maybe by decades. Maybe the longest-serving Council 
Members may remember when it was installed, but its technology seems old 
enough for that to have happened when the main hall was rebuilt (with its black 
wall and raised wooden cross) ... well over twenty (over thirty?) years ago.  

Fortunately, a solution 

We, the multimedia team, have been wishing for some time for a modern ampli-
fication system that would allow us to address these issues, and were discour-
aged by its likely cost. So I am extremely happy to announce that a donor (who 
wishes to remain anonymous) has come forward offering us this very chance: to 

Church sound system 
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An afternoon of singing, prayer and fellowship starting at 14:30 pm. 

 
All are welcome— 

old and young, ladies and gentlemen. 
 

Refreshments are served  
following the short meeting. 

 
Do come along on 10th March 

 
Details from Sharon on minister@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

Please come and join us, you will be very welcome. 

Praise and Prayer 

Club 15 

In memoriam plaques 
 
I am delighted to be able to tell you that Camberley and District Funeral 
Directors (Yorktown Road, College Town) are now  sponsoring our 
memorial plaques. 

 
 
Just talk to Sue Truby about the words 
you’d like and they will provide the 
plaque for free! Douglas W has been 
attaching them to the seats once done. 
Thanks Douglas! 
 
 
A donation to the church of £50 is 
suggested but not required. 

 
Club 15 is an informal social group within the Church that meets on the 15th of 
most months for a variety of social events: walks, theatre, barbecues to name 
but a few. Food often features! 

Young adults, older adults, indeed anyone who feels 'young at heart' from our 
congregation - and their friends - are all welcome to join us. 

Don't be shy! We have no leader as such, just a planning meeting each January, 
and somehow it all manages to happen. 
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Current shortages -  
 
Washing up liquid, Bleach and 
Anti bacterial spray.  
 
Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support. 

 
Please join us for a film, fellowship and a pizza (we 
order in). 
 
 
 
 
Next one is  

22nd March—film chosen by Gill 

Crowthorne Foodbank 

Coffee mornings 
 
Coffee Mornings every second Thursday in 
the month 
 
We have started a monthly Coffee Morning 
at church for members and visitors. The first 
one was held in January and we had a dozen 
people attend. It was a lovely opportunity to 
catch up over coffee and cakes. 
 
Do put the date in your diary and pop along 
if you are free between 10:30 and 12 
midday.  
 
Next date 12th March 

Film night—upcoming ... 
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Rev John Amankwatia 

Our recent service that was led by John 
Amankwatia was something that everybody who 
knew him, was looking forward to, with friendly 
anticipation. He had left us very suddenly, so we 
were all looking forward to seeing how life was 
treating him, nearly three years on from that. 
Also in attendance were his wife Teresa and 
daughter Rachel. They had all travelled down 
from Muswell Hill in North London. Our first 
sighting of John entering the church was with 
his broad smiling face, so characteristic of his 
great charm. This led to a spontaneous round of 
applause for him, which signified the love for 
him from all the church family.  
He was keen to move on from his previous dark 
days and reminded us of the trust with which he 
had put his life in God's hands. This was a very 
strong reminder to us all, which we should all be 
following. It was a great testament of his walk 

with the Lord. 
In his service he used the biblical references from Isaiah of the 'Song of the 
Vineyard' where the plants were well tended and fed but 
yielded only poor fruit. It was used as a parallel to say 
that  it was due to the fact that they were tended by 
those who only had self interest at heart, rather than 
God's spirit ruling their lives. The second reading in John 
about the true Vine and the Father as the gardener was a 
familiar reading. After talking about the pruning of the 
fruit it says about remaining with him  in order to fulfill 
his commandments, and finally the greatest commandment (v17) to 'Love each 
other.'  
Around this powerful message John structured his whole service and the chorus 
from Colours of Dawn hymn which went as follows, summed up the message of 
the service: 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,  
Open the door let Jesus return.  

Take seeds of his spirit, let the fruit grow,  
Tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

 
After this uplifting service we 
went into the English room to 
enjoy a time of fellowship over 
refreshments and a good spread 
for lunch. Here we were joined 
by a few ladies from Bagshot 
church who were keen to meet 
up with John and his family. 
Altogether it was a truly 
delightful occasion. 
 
Hilary 
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Recycled bras 

 

Recycle your Bras and help Raise money for your local counselling charity 
‘Connect’, and the developing world. 

 

Connect is a counselling service based in Camberley offering help and support to 
individuals, couples and families. Connect, in association with BCR Global 
Textiles, intend to raise funds through ‘bra bank’ recycling. 

 

More information at www.connectcounselling.org and www.brcglobaltextiles.com 

 

All you need to do is pop unwanted bras into your local bra bank recycling bin. 
Please ensure bras are clean, wearable and in plastic bags. Your contribution will 
not only ‘uplift’ people in third world countries, but also help raise money for 
‘Connect’, your local counselling charity. 

 

So when support fails you, support someone else instead. Bras should be in 
reasonable to good condition and left in the collection point in the hall. 


