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ServicesðAugust and September 2024 

September 2024 No plan yet  

8th 6:30 SCT St Georges 

   

August 2024   

4th 10:30 am Mike Bowstead 

11th 10:30 am Peter Whalley 

18th 10:30 am David Morgan 

25th 10:30 am Rev Sharon Gardner (Holy Communion) 

 6:30 pm Film night 

   

   

For (nearly) up to the minute news, visit our new website: 
www.sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 

 
If youôre on Facebookðthen ólikeô our Facebook pagesð 

and join in the conversation - 
Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church 

And Babes and TotsðSandhurst 
And if you tweet, weôre there too: 

@SandYMethChurch 
 

To get in touch email: 
Stewards: steward@sandhurstyatelelymethodist.org.uk 
Hall hire: halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Babes and Tots: babestots@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Weekly notices: notices@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Monthly Newsletter: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Multimedia: multimedia@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Musicians: musicians@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Website: siteadmin@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
Anything else: info@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
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Dear friends, 
Itôs good to be back with you after my sabbatical, which 
was a wonderful time of replenishment. I look forward to 
sharing more about it over the coming months, but I 
thought Iôd start here with a story I learned whilst on 
retreat at Lee Abbey in North Devon. (By the way, if you 
ever get a chance to go there it is well worth the journey 
ï such a beautiful place with generous and caring 
hospitality.) 
The retreat was entitled óEncountering God in Natureô 
and each day we looked at a different aspect of Godôs 
love and power as shown in creation: the height, the 
depth, the breadth.  
The day we encountered God óin the depthô we took a 
pretty walk down to their beach. Once there, we built 
cairns, we paddled (WAY too cold to swim!) and Rachel, the retreat leader, read 
to us from Job 38 where God speaks to Job and in particular v 8 ï 11: 
ñWho shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, 
9 when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, 
10 when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, 
11 when I said, óThis far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud 
waves haltôò? 
 
The reading was especially pertinent as Rachel shared the story of King Canute. 
 
Now, thatôs a story I thought I knew, as I expect you do too, but I had never 
heard it in its entirety. We all know that Canute was the king who tried to stop 
the sea and failed. The story is used to demonstrate the vaingloriousness of 
those who profess power and authority over others, but, actually, Canute was 
not a foolish king who really believed he could turn back the sea. Instead, he 
staged the act (a parable if you like) to prove something very different. 
In the early 11th Century King Cnut the Great (to give him his proper name and 
title) was ruler of England, Denmark and Norway, and became leader of the 
North Sea Empire so he was indeed a powerful king and leader. He also 
promoted Christianity following his conversion.  
 
According to legend, at the height of his reign, tired of his followersô vain flattery 
and persistence of his god-like status, he ordered his royal throne to be placed 
on the shore facing the incoming tide.  
 
Cnut then spoke to the sea: óYou are subject to me, as the land on which I am 
sitting is mine, and no one has ever resisted me. I command you, therefore, not 
to rise on to my land, nor to presume to wet the clothing or limbs of your 
master.ô But, of course, the disrespectful tide came in notwithstanding and 
drenched the king in his fine robes.  
 
Then Cnut cried, óLet all the world know that the power of kings is empty and 
worthless, and there is no king worthy of the name save Him by whose will 
heaven, earth and sea obey eternal laws. He who causes the sea to rise is the 
right and proper person in whom to place oneôs trust and afford honour. He is a 
just and virtuous king, whereas I am a miserable wretch. I am a mere mortal, 

The minister writes... 
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Rotas August and September 

Flowers 

August  September  

4th Neil D 1st Cynthia R 

11th - 8th - 

18th Joyce 15th Barbara 

25th Mike B 22nd Sonia 

  29th John R 

Coffee 

August  September  

4th ? and Wendy H 1st Wendy H and Margaret H 

11th Wendy H and ? 8th Joan T and Sandra W 

18th Marian L and Wendy H 15th ? and Wendy H 

25th Alison B and Sandra F 22nd Wendy H and ? 

  29th Marian L and Wendy H 

Cleaning 

w/c 12/8/24 ? and Alison B 

w/c 2/9/24 Sandra F and Mary A 

w/c 23/9/24 Sandra W and Wendy H 

Lifts to Church on Sunday 
morning 

If you require a lift to church and you live 
in Sandhurst or Yateley, please ring 
through the listed names. They are hap-
py to give lifts if they are available. 
Please alternate between the names if 
using the service regularly. 
 
Please do take advantage of this 
serviceðpeople really do want to 
help. 

Yateley 

Sandhurst 

Pam Hardy 01252 870468 

Tricia Needes 01252 658350 

Graham Fradgley 01276 36631 

Barbara Rush 01252 876051 

Douglas Brown 01252 655419 
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S.A.L.T. 

This is the new title for what was 
our Spiritual Development Group 
page.  
S.A.L.T stands for Sharing 
And Learning Together and 
that is just what we hope to en-
courage you to do! 
 
There are lots of ways that we 
can share and learn together but 
two of the most important ones 
are through prayer and Bible 
study. 
 
Praying on your own is good and I hope we all do that, but praying together 
takes on a special meaning. It is one way that we can take our cares and con-
cerns for one another to God as we hold each other in prayer, especially those 
we know may be struggling at this time.  
 
Perhaps you've felt a bit daunted at the thought of studying the Bible with oth-
ers? Maybe you were concerned that your knowledge might be lacking, and em-
barrassed because you've been attending church for decades? But that's NOT 
what our Bible study is about! We want to grow in our understanding of God's 
Word so it's not about being or becoming 'super-spiritual'. It's about exploring it 
together, sharing our thoughts, digging a bit deeper than we can do at Sunday 
worship. It's about letting God 'speak' to us through it. We may find that a very 
familiar passage suddenly takes on new meaning or that we're helped to under-
stand a hitherto difficult text. We use various resources and each person's ideas 
are as valuable as another's. All questions and comments are valid. We may not 
always agree with one another but that's OK - biblical scholars with many years 
of learning don't always agree!  
 
There is a weekly Bible study which is on Zoom, allowing those who might find it 
difficult to come out in the evening to join in. We have a good laugh and there's 
a chance to chat before we start. We also use the time before the actual Bible 
Study for prayer. 
We are called to be the ósalt of the earthô (Matt. 5:13): 
"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again?ò 
Letôs not lose our saltiness! If you've not given it a go before, why not do so in 
September which is when we re-start after the summer break? And then watch 
what God does with a church with a renewed focus on himéé 

 
Starting in September: 3rd, 10th, 24th 
17th is stewards meeting 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/2799549300?pwd=YjVCazFHR0NwZE50OEhaRzhMdm13UT09 
Meeting ID: 279 954 9300 
Passcode: 3v25BE 
This is the same link for Stewards meetings and Church Council. 
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August 
 
6th: Songs of Praise, A little light music 
14th: Organ recital 
17th and 24th: Sharon and Mike BBQ 
22nd: Coffee morning 
28th: Organ recital 
 
September 
 
3rd: Songs of Praise, Rejoice!, S.A.L.T. 
7th: Circuit Quiz at Crowthorne Methodist Church 
8th: SCT service at St Georgeôs 
10th: S.A.L.T 
17th: Stewards meeting 
19th: Thursday house group 
22nd: Film night 
24th: S.A.L.T 
26th: Coffee morning 
 

What�¶s on? 

whereas He is everlasting.ô 
Thereafter, it is said, Cnut never wore his royal golden crown, but placed it on 
an image of the crucified Lord, in eternal praise of God ï the one great King. 
 
Standing on a North Devon beach (with the tide safely out!) brought the story to 
life in a way that mere words canôt do, but I hope something of the 
awesomeness of God will touch you in your lives and that you will be reminded 
of it as you look around his creation today. 
With every blessing 
Sharon   
 
An extract from Malcolm Guiteôs poem about creation, Seven Whole Days: 
 

The Fifth Day, Creatures of the Sky and Sea: 
With open wings a seagull skims the spray, 

Sounding the depth below, a great whale sings, 
Your Spirit moves amongst them as they play 

With open wings. 
  

Now open me to all your Spirit brings, 
Move in me too as I begin to pray, 

That love may ripple out in shining rings. 
  

Speak to my soul through all you made this day, 
Through all that swims and flies and swoops and swings, 

And let your Spirit lift the words I say 
With open wings. 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2015/08/23/seven-whole-days-the-
complete-set/ 


