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The Minister writes…

What’s on?

March
3rd: Rejoice!, S.A.L.T.
10th: S.A.L.T.
14th: Bible Readathon at High Cross,  Sing 
for Joy at Crowthorne Methodist Church
15th: SCT service at the Baptist Church
17th: S.A.L.T.
19th: house group
21st: YCS concert
22nd: film night
24th: S.A.L.T.
26th: Coffee, craft and creativity
28th: Messy Easter
29th: Palm Sunday evening service at St Michael’s
31st: S.A.L.T.

May - 10th - Church anniversary and gift day

Lent: Choosing the 
Right Path
Dear friends,

Back in 2024 when I was on 
sabbatical, my good friend 
Lindsey and I were walking 
the Three Castles Path (from 
Windsor to Winchester via St 
John’s Castle at Odiham). It’s 
a distance of 60 miles in 
total, although we did it in 
very small increments over a 
long period.                                       
Image Sharon Gardner
The sabbatical gave us the opportunity to complete the last third of it.  One 
particular day we were walking steadily along, in good spirits and chatting 
cheerfully. At some point, distracted by the conversation, we missed a 
signpost. The path in front of us still looked perfectly pleasant – and nice 
and easy downhill too! - so we thought nothing of it.

It was only much later — when the landmarks no longer matched the map 
— that we realised we had been on the wrong track. You can imagine how 
down in the dumps we felt! Our choice was either to retrace our steps all the 
way uphill or take a very long detour to get back to where we should have 
been.

It occurs to me how much that resembles our spiritual journeys.

Lent comes round each year, not to make us miserable, and not simply to 
encourage us to give up chocolate, but to help us notice which direction we 
are heading. The Gospels tell us that Jesus spent forty days in the 
wilderness, where he faced very real temptations — to take easier paths, 
quicker routes, more comfortable options. Each time, despite personal cost, 
he chose the way that kept him close to his Father.

In our own day, the “wrong turnings” are rarely dramatic. They are usually 
small. We become distracted. We stop paying attention. Prayer slips. 
Patience wears thin. A resentment is quietly held on to. Grief, illness or 
worry get in our way and trip us up. We don’t set out to wander from God — 
we simply fail to notice we’ve drifted.
And like that country track, the way can look perfectly pleasant for quite 
some time…..

The good news of Lent is that it is never too late to pause, check the map, 
and turn back. God does not sigh impatiently when we retrace our steps. 

Jesus walks with us, even on the detours. 
Indeed, he is often the one who gently shows 
us the signpost we missed.

Following in Christ’s footsteps is not about 
dramatic gestures. It is about steady attention 
— choosing kindness over sharpness, hope over 
despair, trust over anxiety. It is about walking 
deliberately with him, rather than simply 
assuming we are on the right road.

Perhaps this Lent we might quietly ask 
ourselves from time to time: “Lord, am I still 
walking with you?” And if we discover we have 
wandered a little, we need not be downcast. 
The path back is always open.

With every blessing,

Sharon

Many thanks to David Wooledge for his wonderful drone picture of the 
church that I used in the February newsletter!
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We have been invited to join Crowthorne Methodist Church on Saturday 
14th March for their Hymn Sing at 3pm.

There will be an interval for tea, coffee, cakes and savouries, and hopefully 
the afternoon will finish around 6pm.

The theme for the Hymn Sing is ‘JOY’. If any of you have suggestions of 
hymns you would like to sing, please let Keg know and she will pass these 
onto Maggy.

Donations are most welcome for Water Aid, a very worthwhile charity 
providing clean water, toilets and good hygiene to developing countries, 
changing the lives of 40,000 needy people.

It is always an enjoyable afternoon of music, fellowship and fun and all at 
CMC are looking forward to seeing us there!

From Darkness … to Light
explore stunning works from the Methodist 
Modern Art Collection

Coffee, Craft and Creativity 

Hymn Sing - Crowthorne Methodist Church 

Coffee, Craft and Creativity Mornings every 
fourth Thursday in the month. 

This is a lovely opportunity to catch up over 
coffee and cakes and be creative too! 

The next Coffee, Craft and Creativity 
morning will be on Thursday March 26th

2026  10.30 - 12 noon.

Do put the date in your diary and pop along if you are free between 10:30 
and 12 midday.

Giving lifts to church

We have a number of people on the list who regularly give others lifts to 
church from both the Sandhurst and Yateley areas, but it would be helpful if 
we were able to have a few more volunteers.
If you drive, please do consider if you would be able to help out like this.

Thanks
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With the Easter period fast approaching this year, it is not too early to be 
thinking about Easter eggs and Easter resources. With this in mind, please 
consider buying one of the Easter eggs below which are not available in 
supermarkets.

Contact The Triangle Cafe and Christian Resource Centre, 64 Kingsmead, 
Farnborough, Hants GU14 7SL. 01252 519172. www.thetriangle.org.uk
and the online shop is https://trianglechristianshop.org.uk

 Real Easter Egg original (Milk Chocolate) £6.99 each
includes a new 24 page Easter story book with a £200 
prize competition. There is also a super thick Fairtrade 
milk chocolate egg (150g) with a lovely creamy taste. 
30% cocoa - palm oil and 
plastic free.

Real Easter Egg (Dark 
Chocolate) £7.99 each. This all-new 2026 plastic 
free design includes a new 24 page Easter story 
book with a £200 prize competition to enjoy or 
share, and a luxury smooth dark chocolate egg 
(150g). 54% cocoa - palm oil free.

Real Easter Egg Sharing Box (30 eggs) £31.76. Our 
Sharing box can provide a welcome back gift for up to 
30 children or can be used as giveaways in goody bags 
for Messy Church or the wider community who may still 
be at home. Contains 30 double-sided Easter story 
activity posters (new 2026 erdition 40cm by 20cm) and 
30 high quality midi Fairtrade chocolate eggs. Foil reads 
‘Christ is Risen’. 600g (20g x 30 midi eggs). 30% cocoa 
- palm oil free.

Real Easter Egg Fun Pack £6.99
Have fun with the enclosed Easter story 
and activities poster, then hide and hunt 
the eggs. Inclused an Easter story activity 
fold out poster (40cm by 20cm), and six 
Fairtrade milk chocolate midi eggs with a 
lovely creamy taste. 30% cocoa - palm oil 
free.

Songs of praise at Sandhurst Day Centre
Did you know that a small group of people from the different churches in 
Sandhurst lead a Songs of Praise style service at Sandhurst Day Centre on the 
first Tuesday of each month from 11.30 am - 12 noon.

These short services are so appreciated by the Day Centre clients and staff 
alike and we always get a very warm reception. It really is a joyful way to 
spend a little time once a month. We would love some more folk to come and 
join us. You don't have to do anything (other than help by singing!) but if you 
wanted to do a reading or help with the prayers that would also be 
appreciated. With Revd. John Castle due to move away just after Easter, we 
will lose our regular piano player so if you can play an instrument, well, that 
would be fab!. 

Fairtrade Real Easter Eggs

Hotel toiletries
If you have any spare mini toiletries which 
you have had from hotels or airlines, then 
please consider donating them to the 
Whitechapel Mission Shelter for the Homeless. 

Maggy and Colin G go up to the Shelter every year and take donated 
toiletries with them. Just hand to a steward. Thanks

Your favourite hymns
If you would like to suggest a favourite hymn that we don’t regularly sing, 
then please suggest it to Alison B and she’ll put a list together for Sharon to 
try to include in one of her services with us.
We would also be able to practice it in Rejoice!

Rejoice!

From 2.30- 3.30 on the 1st Tuesday of the 
month a small group of us meet to sing old 
favourite hymns, learn new ones and share 
fellowship. 

If you miss singing hymns that perhaps you loved 
years ago or are keen to familiarise yourself with 
different ones you would be very welcome. 

Sometimes there is also a chance to select what will be sung at services 
either when Sharon is preaching or when we have a Local Arrangement. 

The next meeting of Rejoice! will be on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 unless 
advised otherwise.
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Current shortages -

Sponge puddings, tinned meat, 
instant coffee, tinned fish, squash 
(small)

Bin bags, cleaning sponges, 
cleaning spray, toilet cleaner, 
washing up liquid

Deodorant, conditioner, hand soap, shampoo, toilet roll

Note—they currently have plenty of baked beans and pasta 

Note: the foodbank update their needs weekly here: Crowthorne.foodbank.
org.uk/give-help/donate-food/

Thank you so much for your ongoing support.

Please do consider the food bank when you do your food shopping. There 
are collection points in most of the major supermarkets.
E.g. Tesco, The Meadows—please only place Tesco bought items in these 
bins.
Co-op, the High Street, Crowthorne.

We were very pleased to attend the Christening of three year old twins in 
our Church recently.

A parent from the toddler group who has been attending the group since 
they were babies had wanted to formally baptise the boys into the Christian 
faith.

The church was full of family, 
friends and all the members from 
the toddler group to support the 
family.

We then provided two Christening 
cakes, one for each child, and 
refreshments in the schoolroom.

Sandra

Christening

Crowthorne Foodbank
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Online Lent Course

Action for Children Collection box total 2025Action for Children Collection box total 2025

Gift Day - Sunday 10th May

Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church
120 years old this May!

Sunday 10th May will also be a Gift Day.

We are currently expecting an overspend of around £4400 by the end of the 
tax year. While Gift Aid and lower utility bills may help, we are only just 
breaking even and wish to avoid using our reserves.

In addition, our projector is nearly 10 years old and will need replacing in 
the not-too-distant future. We hope to raise £2000-£3000 toward this. Gift 
Day donations will be set aside for the projector, with any surplus supporting 
general church costs.

Thank you for your continued generosity. If you are able to give - even a 
small amount - it will make a real difference.

Here is a significant date for your diaries…..

We will be celebrating the 120th anniversary of our church 
on Sunday 10th May.

The first Wesleyan congregation met in Sandhurst in the open air on 1 
January 1865, later moving into a barn and eventually into a brick chapel 
which opened in 1869. 36 years later the chapel was in need of major 
repairs and the decision was made to acquire a new site and build a new 
church. The resulting Sandhurst New Wesleyan Church opened for worship 
on 2 May 1906.* This was the church we now call Sandhurst & Yateley 
Methodist Church. Since the opening services took place over several 
Sundays, we have chosen Sunday 10 May for our celebration.

There will be a special service led by Revd. John Amankwatia, followed 
by lunch and a drama reflecting the church’s history. It will be a joyful day of 
thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness and the vision of those early Methodists.

Please put the date in your diary. More details will follow in the next 
newsletter.

*Information on the history of the church was taken from ‘A Winding Lane in the Wilderness’ a 
local history of Methodism in Sandhurst, compiled by Elizabeth Godden. It is a most interesting 
read which I can highly recommend. SG

Please ask Robert, Sharon or the stewards if you would like to borrow a copy.

This year the Action for Children Collection Boxes 
raised £310.05.

This was a very good effort despite me being out of 
action for a considerable length of time last year.  I 
am sure that the money will be put to good use 
especially with costs increasing as they are.

I am pinning a copy of their thank you letter on the 
Notice Board in the Hall.

Thank you again for all your help with this.

Alison Fradgley

Last year in the UK children made up 25% of victims of modern slavery, as 
logged by the UK's National Referral Mechanism - 5,999 children!  In 
response, Chris Elliott (the Southwark Diocese lead on modern slavery) and 
Rev Hazel Forecast (Methodist Minister in Redhill)  are leading an on-line 6-
week course Children in the Shadows Revisited, prepared by the Clewer 
Initiative.  If you can't get to your local church Lent course - or in addition to 
it - you would be welcome to join us. 

Using short films, insight from frontline experts, examples of good practice,  
reflections arising from Luke 18, and discussion points,  each session will 
explore a different aspect of child exploitation:
� The shocking truth about children & modern slavery in the UK  
� The generational impact: how children of modern slavery victims are 
affected
� Behind the Screen: protecting children from online grooming and 
exploitation
� 'County lines' in 2026 and how parents can respond 
� Fighting county lines in our schools
� The global picture: children and modern slavery across the world 

The course will run 7.30-9.00pm each Tuesday from 24th February to 31st

March

To obtain the online link (or to register to attend in person at the same times 
at St John the Evangelist church centre, Earlswood), email 
rasocialjustice@gmail.com.
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Spring concert, Yateley Choral Society
Saturday 21st March 2026

7:45pm St Swithun’s Church, Yateley

Come and join us for an evening of captivating choral music that illuminates 
the beauty that can emerge from both light and shadow. Featuring works by 
S. S. Wesley, Rheinberger, Gjeilo and Will Todd, the programme culminates 
in John Rutter’s Requiem.
Beer, wine and soft drinks will be available from the bar before the concert 
and during the interval.

Tickets £17 
in advance, 
£20 on the 
door, 
Students £5 
(on the door 
only), Under 
16s free.

Buy tickets 
online at 
https://www.
ticketebo.
co.uk/ycs/
light-and-
shadows

Tickets also 
available 
from Yateley 
Town 
Council, St 
Swithun’s 
Parish Office 
and 
Discoveries.

[Type here]
sSSomething else...

SUSTAINING HOPE IN 2026

Are you involved, or interested, in suppor�ng
Refugees, Migrants & Displaced Persons?

The Methodist South-East District 'Sustaining Hope'
spring gathering for 2026

will include

- �me to network
- Rev Nigel Cowgill, Global Communities Officer: 'Being a Global Community'

- Mary Barrett, Immigra�on Deten�on Visitor: 'Support, friendship, advocacy'

Date: Saturday, 25th April, 10.00am - 1.30pm
(Refreshments from 9.45am)

Venue: Redhill Methodist Church, RH1 1BP
Redhill Sta�on is 5 minutes' walk away

NCP car park on Gloucester Road opposite the church

To register, for more informa�on, or for the
livestreaming link, please email

Rev Hazel Forecast at
hazel.forecast@methodist.org.uk

Something else...

Pastoral Support
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Film night

Flower rota
For various reasons, there are always a number of 
Sundays available on the flower rota. 

If you would like to take one of these, please let me 
know.You can buy a bunch of flowers to put in a vase, or 
flowers for an arrangement (Oasis or an alternative is 
always available), or make a donation (via the stewards) 
and one of the silk flower arrangements will be used that 
Sunday.

Gil F has some tips:
It is tradition in our church not to use just red and white flowers—if you 
particularly want to use red and white, then please also include flowers of 
another colour.
Because the wall behind the communion table is black, some flower colours 
(dark red, blue or purple—receding) don’t show up very well unless very 
carefully surrounded by light foliage. It is probably better to use white, 
yellow, orange, pink—bright (advancing) colours.

It is lovely to be able to give flowers to members of the congregation—a 
ministry of flowers.

Dates available in March - 22nd and April 5th (Easter Sunday) and 12th.

Thanks. Sue T
Please note: Please use the front entrance to the church when arranging the 
flowers if there are any hirers in the hall. The oasis and pot will be either in 
church or in the vestry once flowers have been distributed on a Sunday. 
Thanks

Methodist Insurance

Film night is on the 4th Sunday…

In March 2026 it will be on 22nd and this month it will be 
held in the church.

Do join us for fellowship and pizza at around 18:30

Babes and tots
Wednesday mornings 10:30 to 12:00

If you know of anyone in the community with a young baby 
or child, please invite them to attend.

Small friendly group, all welcome, Mums dads, grandparents.

Facebook page: Babes and Tots - Sandhurst. 
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For people living with Dementia-Memory loss
And their supporter

Daisy Chain Café 
Darby Green Centre, Darby Green 

Road, Blackwater Yateley GU17 0DT
Every Monday 14.00 – 16.00

Except Bank Holidays

FREE TO ATTEND
The Café offers a relaxed, friendly place to exchange ideas 
with others in similar circumstances along with light 
refreshments, table ac�vi�es, cra�s, and occasional 
entertainment. A chance to make new friends and share 
the support of others.
Large Free Car Park
Stagecoach Bus 3 stops on Darby Green Road

New volunteers always welcome for further informa�on 
find us on Facebook – Daisy Chain Café Yateley, email 
daisychaincafe1@gmail.com
Yateley Town Council 01252 872198
Donations welcomed directly or via EasyFundraising.org.uk

Registered Charity 1192818
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Recycling for Good Causes

And of course you can still recycle medication blister packs (preferably in 
plastic bags), bras (any condition), pens (working or not) and Ferrero 
Rocher boxes (probably empty!) in the other box in the foyer!
Note that Pringles tubes can now go in with your household recycling.

Thanks Sue T

In the vestibule you will notice a largish box which advertises 'Recycling for 
good causes.'

Please donate your unwanted items from the following list. There are some 
leaflets available which tell you about what can be recycled but basically it 
is:
Unwanted jewellery - including damaged items and costume jewellery and 
watches

Coins and currency - any age and UK and foreign both acceptable

Mobile phones, cameras, video cameras and gadgets including ipods, tablets 
but NOT laptops.

Stamps - single, loose and presentation packs.

The box contains a sack. When the sack is full Recycling for Good Causes 
will collect it and the church will receive 75% of the proceeds from the sale 
of the contents within about 8 weeks of collection. (As a guide, at High 
Cross they received a cheque for £80 - so it is definitely worth doing this!)

Thanks,
Sharon

Reminder of more recycling

In memoriam plaques

I am delighted to be able to tell you that 
Camberley and District Funeral Directors 
(Yorktown Road, College Town) are now 
sponsoring our memorial plaques.

Just talk to Sue T about the words you’d like 
and they will provide the plaque for free! 
Doug W has been attaching them to the seats 
once done. Thanks Doug!

A donation to the church of £50 is suggested but not required.
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Our Church Hall availability

Please keep in mind the following availability of our beautifully redecorated, 
light and airy church hall should you, or someone you know, be looking for 
such a facility.
Regular hirers as well as occasional use for children’s parties or meetings 
always considered and most welcome.

Mondays—10:30am to 4:30pm
Tuesdays—11am to 2pm
Wednesdays—3pm to 7pm
Thursdays—fully booked at present
Fridays—11am through to midnight
Saturdays—1pm through to midnight

To see our charges (plus more photographs and measurements) please click 
https://sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk/blog/hall-hire/

Regular bookings
£19.50 per hour with the use of the kitchen
£18.50 per hour without use of the kitchen
£17.50 per hour for charities with use of the kitchen

Single one-off events
£22.50 per hour for parties etc with the use of the kitchen)
£20.00 per hour for charities

Please make contact via halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

Minister

Rev Sharon Gardner

minister@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
01344 774967 

Church Stewards - steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

Karen Glossop Senior Steward

Sandra Wooledge

Heather Brown

Matt Rowell

Sandhurst Churches Together

15th March at the Baptist Church

29th March (Palm Sunday) at St Michael’s (Music and 
Meditation)

Good Friday 3rd April Act of witness (readings and 
hymns) at The Meadows 12:45-1:15

10th May at Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church

Newsletter and website

Contributions for the April 2026 Newsletter (in church on Sunday 29th

March 2026 or website) should be with Sue T by Sunday March 22nd 2026

Contributions should either be:
Handed to Sue at Church,
Emailed to: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
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S.A.L.T. Zoom Bible Study on Five Remarkable Women
Bible studies during March. 

Do please join us as we continue our study on the 
Women in the Genealogy of Christ as found in 
Matthew's gospel and continue into an Easter-
themed two week study on The Women at the 
Cross.

3rd March - NO Bible study

10th March - Bathsheba (the wife of Uriah)

17th March - Mary, the mother of Jesus

24th March - The women at the cross (i)

31st March - The women at the cross (ii)

Holy Week and Easter - a peek ahead:

Palm Sunday 29th March - we are invited to join St Michael's for their Palm 
Sunday evening of Music & Meditation time tbc but probably 6.30pm

Maundy Thursday 2nd April - we are invited to join with friends from 
Bracknell and Crowthorne Methodist Churches are at Bracknell for a Maundy 
Thursday supper and service. Time tbc but probably 7pm. 

Good Friday - our own service at church at 10am (please note the start 
time)

Also on Good Friday, a service of witness at The Meadows (outside M&S and 
Tesco) 12.45 - 1.15pm Do come along and join others from Sandhurst 
Churches Together as we share readings, Passion hymns and chocolate 
Easter eggs with shoppers. An opportunity to remind people why we have a 
Bank Holiday that day! The more folk who come, the more powerful the 
witness.

Easter Sunday - 10.30 am service of celebration.

Watch the weekly notices for more details nearer the time.

The Zoom link is:

https://zoom.us/j/2799549300?
pwd=YjVCazFHR0NwZE50OEhaRzhMdm13UT09

Meeting ID: 279 954 9300
Passcode: 3v25BE

House Fellowship group - providing a friendly 
platform for discussion…

Thursday House Group (usually third 
Thursday)— at 15:00

We always welcome new faces and would love you 
to come and join us. To find out more, please email 
steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

Next meeting will be on 19th March at Margaret’s

Rotas - March

Flowers

March
1st Marian L Alison B and Margaret H
8th Wendy H Wendy H and Cynthia R
15th Mary A Marian L and Wendy H
22nd - Joan T and Cynthia R
29th Alison F Wendy H and Cynthia R

Coffee

Sandhurst

YateleyLifts to church on 
Sunday morning

If you would like a lift to church and you live in 
Sandhurst or Yateley, please contact the stewards 
on steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
(or phone the minister on 01344 774967) and 
they can provide you with the details of some of 
our church members who have volunteered to 
give lifts. 
Please do take advantage of this service—
people really do want to help.

Pam H
Tricia N

Graham F
Douglas B
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Services - March 2026

March
1st 10:30 am LA
8th 10:30 am Colin Gawthrop
15th 10:30 am Rev Sharon Gardner (Holy Communion)

18:30 pm SCT service at the Baptist Church
22nd 10:30 am David Betts

18:30 pm Film night
29th (Palm 
Sunday)

10:30 am Rev Kyung Mi Banks

18:30 pm Palm Sunday evening service at St Michael’s - open 
to all

For (nearly) up to the minute news, visit our website:
www.sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

If you’re on Facebook—then ‘like’ our Facebook pages—
and join in the conversation -

Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church
And Babes and Tots—Sandhurst

To get in touch email:
Stewards: steward@sandhurstyatelelymethodist.org.uk
Hall hire: halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Babes and Tots: babestots@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Weekly notices: notices@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Monthly Newsletter: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.
uk
Multimedia: multimedia@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Musicians: musicians@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Website: siteadmin@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Anything else: info@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk


