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The Minister writes…

What’s on?
May

3rd: Church history stall
10th: Church anniversary and gift day, church 
history stall, Six Score Years, Christian Aid Week 
starts
12th Rejoice!
17th: Memorial service at St Michael’s
18th: Housegroup social outing
20th: Diving deeper into Theology
24th: Testimony service for Rev Kyung Mi Banks
26th: An evening of Sax, Rock & Soul!
28th: Coffee, craft and creativity
31st: Film night - not the 4th Sunday of the month

photo courtesy of S. Gardner

Dear friends,

I was walking around Ambarrow 
Woods last weekend and came 
across hundreds of bluebells – the 
true English bluebells with their 
gentle scent and sweetly drooping 
heads. I took lots of photos on my 
phone but it was hard to do them 
justice or to decide whether to go 
for close-ups or attempt to 
capture scenes that looked like an 

impressionist’s painting. 

In British folklore, bluebells are sometimes called ‘fairy flowers.’ One old 
legend says that they ring to summon fairies—and that anyone who hears 
them may be drawn deeper into the woods, never quite finding their way out 
again. I’m not so sure about that(!) but there certainly was something 
enchanting about them which had drawn lots of walkers that day. I had only 
turned up to walk the dog – a happy accident - but others it seemed had had 
word and had come specially to enjoy them whilst they could. For it is only for 
a few short weeks they transform the ground on which they grow into a 
purple-blue mist.

I think the bluebells can teach us some spiritual lessons. In the Victorian 
‘language of flowers’ they symbolise humility, constancy, and gratitude.

You have to go to quiet places to find them. They are not showy plants 
demanding that we should notice them but with a humble grace they beautify 
wherever they grow. We have to slow down and open our eyes if we want to 
see them before they fade. How often does God speak to us in quiet ways? If 
we are busy and rushing or if the clamour of life is too loud, we can miss his 
still small voice of calm. Their bowed heads suggest an attitude of prayer and 
we can find God best in prayer. Can we too beautify the places in which we 
live and grow?

We see constancy in how these little flowers return year upon year. Given the 
right conditions the bluebells will spread, not in neat, planted rows but 
forming a carpet of colour – like the slow, almost unseen growth of God’s 
kingdom. They remind us that we need to remain faithful if we hope to be part 
of that flourishing, if we too want to be part of that transformation.  

Lastly, the bluebells are a symbol of gratitude. They 
certainly invoked gratitude in me and in those other 
walkers that day. There was privilege in the sight and 
scent of them, of being reminded of spring-times past 
and the awareness that we are each a small part of 
something so much bigger and more wonderful than 
we can ever adequately describe. All we can do is give 
thanks to God for his love displayed in Creation and in 
Jesus. 

May the lessons of the bluebells stay with us 
throughout the rest of this post-Easter season. 

In quiet woods where bluebells ring,
A softer note than birds in spring,
They bow their heads as if in prayer,
And fill with grace the hidden air.
(adapted from traditional verse)

With every blessing,

Sharon

Church History 

On Sunday May 3rd and Sunday May 10th I plan to have a stand with articles 
and booklets about our church and Sandhurst history available for viewing.
This will be helping commemorate the celebration of our church’s 120th

Anniversary.

Heather
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Coffee, Craft and Creativity 

Crowthorne foodbank 

S.A.L.T. 

Coffee, Craft and Creativity Mornings every fourth Thursday in the 
month. 
This is a lovely opportunity to catch up over coffee and cakes and be 
creative too! 

The next Coffee, Craft and Creativity morning will be on 
Thursday May 28th 2026  10.30 - 12 noon.

Do put the date in your diary and pop along if you are free between 10:30 and 12 
midday.

Current shortages - Bin bags, Cleaning spray, 
Deodorant, Instant coffee, Tinned spaghetti, 
Washing up liquid, Cleaning sponges, 
Conditioner, Hand soap, Shampoo and Toilet 
roll.

Note—they currently have plenty of baked beans, dog 
food, cat food and pasta 

Note: the foodbank update their needs weekly here: Crowthorne.foodbank.org.uk/
give-help/donate-food/
Thank you so much for your ongoing support.

Please do consider the food bank when you do your food shopping. There are 
collection points in most of the major supermarkets.
E.g. Tesco, The Meadows—please only place Tesco bought items in these bins. 
Co-op, the High Street, Crowthorne.

Bible study boring? No way! Why not give it a try and find 
out for yourselves. 

Along with praying, the reading of Scripture is a very 
important way of growing spiritually and studying it 
together helps it come alive. We learn from study guides 
and from each other. None of us are super-spiritual or 
have all the answers but together we grapple with the 
difficult bits and enjoy the more straightforward parts. There are no 'foolish' 
questions so if you've been coming to church for years and are concerned that you 
maybe aren't as familiar with the Bible as you feel you 'should' be - well don't be 
embarrassed or let that stop you giving this a go.

It isn't necessary to attend every week - just join us as and when you can. 

We meet by Zoom. If you're not sure about Zoom and haven't given it a go before, 
then please ask me (Sharon) and I can help you. Joining a Zoom meeting is free. 
You don't have to have a Zoom account, you just need a link (see below for the link 
we use), and a laptop, tablet (e.g. iPad) or smartphone. We start at 7.45pm for a 
short time of chat and prayer and begin the study at 8pm, finishing around 9pm.

During May we continue with our study of John's gospel. 

We will meet on 5th, 12th and 26th May. Please note there is NO Bible study on 19th 
May as Sharon is on annual leave.

Looking ahead:

June is Bible month and we will join with other Methodist Churches across the 
Connexion in looking at Paul's Letter to the Philippians.  This will be reflected in the 
preaching on Sunday as well as in our Bible studies so there should be a very 
joined-up feel to it all. In fact, this might be a very good month to try the Bible 
study if you haven't done so before!

July  ~ we will complete our study of John's gospel.

August  ~  please note there is no Bible study during August. 

Zoom link: Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/2799549300?pwd=YjVCazFHR0NwZE50OEhaRzhMdm13UT09

Meeting ID: 279 954 9300

Passcode: 3v25BE

Many congratulations Marian

On 19th May, Marian will be celebrating a very special Milestone birthday 
and she has agreed that we can celebrate this with her! So on Sunday 17th 
May, just two days before she arrives at her next decade, we will be having 
cake and singing Happy Birthday to her.
Sending you our very best wishes Marian for your special birthday, 
congratulations.
PS the cake won’t be a patch on those you bake but it will be presented 
with lots of love, so that makes up for it, we hope!
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Praying for Olivia

The Leprosy Mission Prayer for May

Christian Aid Week 2026
At Joyce’s request we’ve had Olivia on our prayer list 
for some time. 

Here’s a message from Leanne (Olivia’s mum)

Last Tuesday marked one year wince Olivia rang the 
bell, a moment that should have been filled with 
celebration. While we did spend a lovely day together 
as a family at a beautiful spa, the joy was 
overshadowed by the heartbreaking news that Olivia 
has relapsed.

We are all absolutely devastated that she has to face 
this battle again. She was living her life, almost 
completed her apprenticeship, planning holidays, 
making new friends, enjoying nights out, everything 
she should be doing at 18.

Today she began her treatment again, and true to 
herself, she absolutely bossed it. She handled it with 
incredible strength and courage. I am so unbelievably 
proud of her resilience and determination.

I wasn’t sure whether to share this, but when we went through this the first time, 
we were surrounded by so much love and support and so many of you have 
continued to check in on Olivia.

Life is so precious, hold your loved ones close and live your days to the fullest.

Olivia, I’m so sorry you have to go through this again,. Please remember what I’ve 
said, I am with you every single step of the way. You are my world and I love you 
more than anything.

Leprosy affects millions of people around the world. Yet it is still considered a 
neglected disease, and is a low priority for many governments. There is little 
funding available to support affected communities and in today’s fractured world, 
people with leprosy are in danger of being left behind. This means that finding new 
supporters who share your compassion is vital for growing the impact we have 
together. So this month, please join us to pray for our advocacy and awareness, 
raising work across Great Britain.

P.S. Date for your diary - Gabby North from The Leprosy Mission will be leading our 
worship in Sunday 21st June 2026.

This year Christian Aid Week is  from 
10th to 16th May and its focus is on a 
novel way of earning a living in a large 
city.  Our service on May 17th will explain 
more.

However, if you attend the 120th

Anniversary service on May 10th you 
should be able to pick up a Devotional 
Guide that will give you an insight.  The 
Guide includes 3 gift envelopes for you to 
use with family & friends to raise funds to 
help those in extreme poverty. Please 
bring these back to Church on May 17th.

If you can’t make these services you can 
always donate online at:

https://give.christianaid.org.uk/donate/
CAM-011277

For any further information please 
contact:

Wilf Hardy on wjhscot@aol.com
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Songs of praise at Sandhurst Day Centre
Did you know that a small group of people from the different churches in 
Sandhurst lead a Songs of Praise style service at Sandhurst Day Centre on the 
first Tuesday of each month from 11.30 am - 12 noon.

These short services are so appreciated by the Day Centre clients and staff 
alike and we always get a very warm reception. It really is a joyful way to 
spend a little time once a month. We would love some more folk to come and 
join us. You don't have to do anything (other than help by singing!) but if you 
wanted to do a reading or help with the prayers that would also be 
appreciated. With Revd. John Castle due to move away just after Easter, we 
will lose our regular piano player so if you can play an instrument, well, that 
would be fab!

Hotel toiletries
If you have any spare mini toiletries which you 
have had from hotels or airlines, then please 
consider donating them to the Whitechapel 
Mission Shelter for the Homeless. 

Maggy and Colin G go up to the Shelter every year and take donated 
toiletries with them. Just hand to a steward. Thanks

Rejoice!

From 10:30-11:30 on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month a small group of us meet in the church to 
sing old favourite hymns, learn new ones and 
share fellowship. 

If you miss singing hymns that perhaps you loved 
years ago or are keen to familiarise yourself with 
different ones you would be very welcome. 

Sometimes there is also a chance to select what 
will be sung at services either when Sharon is preaching or when we have a 
Local Arrangement. 

The next meeting of Rejoice! will be on Tuesday 12th May 2026 unless 
advised otherwise.

Gift Day - Sunday 10th May

Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church
120 years old this May!

Sunday 10th May will also be a Gift Day.

We are currently expecting an overspend of around £4400 by the end of the 
tax year. While Gift Aid and lower utility bills may help, we are only just 
breaking even and wish to avoid using our reserves.

In addition, our projector is nearly 10 years old and will need replacing in the 
not-too-distant future. We hope to raise £2000-£3000 toward this. Gift Day 
donations will be set aside for the projector, with any surplus supporting 
general church costs.

Thank you for your continued generosity. If you are able to give - even a 
small amount - it will make a real difference.

120th Church Anniversary Service, led by Rev. Dr. John Amankwatia at 
10.30am.

Followed by a bring and share lunch starting at 12.30, (to allow those coming 
from other churches time to join us.)

Followed at 14.30 by a Celebration play

"Six Score Years - A Wesleyan Anniversary". It will allow attendees to find out 
more about Sandhurst, The Church and the Country, and is performed by a 
number of members of the congregation and written & directed by Douglas 
Brown.

All are Welcome to join us for all or any part of the day.

And… from Douglas

Dr James Russell MD (1851–1933) was many things: Medical Officer to East 
Hampstead RDC, possibly Sandhurst's first GP, and the first chairman of 
Sandhurst Parish Council. He also donated the land on which our church was 
built.

For this last reason, I made him the protagonist of my play about our church's 
history since its opening on 2nd May 1906. I tried to imagine him following 
our church's history from that date to today: its 120th Anniversary. How 
would he react to the way his church developed? How would he sum up its 
history?

Come along on 10th May 2026 and find out. Some details may surprise you.
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‭“Six Score Years‬

‭A Wesleyan Anniversary”‬
‭2nd May 1906 – 2026‬

‭Sandhurst Methodist Church, Scotland Hill, 1909‬

‭A play, by Douglas Brown,‬
‭performed in the church by members‬

‭on 10th May 2026, 2:30pm.‬

Film night

Flower rota
For various reasons, there are always a number of Sundays 
available on the flower rota. 

If you would like to take one of these, please let me know.
You can buy a bunch of flowers to put in a vase, or flowers 
for an arrangement (Oasis or an alternative is always 
available), or make a donation (via the stewards) and one 
of the silk flower arrangements will be used that Sunday.

Gil F has some tips:
It is tradition in our church not to use just red and white flowers—if you 
particularly want to use red and white, then please also include flowers of 
another colour.
Because the wall behind the communion table is black, some flower colours 
(dark red, blue or purple—receding) don’t show up very well unless very 
carefully surrounded by light foliage. It is probably better to use white, 
yellow, orange, pink—bright (advancing) colours.

It is lovely to be able to give flowers to members of the congregation—a 
ministry of flowers.

Dates available in May - none!
In June - 14th.

Thanks. Sue T
Please note: Please use the front entrance to the church when arranging the 
flowers if there are any hirers in the hall. The oasis and pot will be either in 
church or in the vestry once flowers have been distributed on a Sunday. 
Thanks

Film night is usually on the 4th Sunday… but…

in May 2026 it will be on 31st and this month it will be held 
in the church.

Do join us for fellowship and pizza at around 18:30

Wednesday mornings 10:30 to 12:00

If you know of anyone in the community with a young baby or 
child, please invite them to attend.

Small friendly group, all welcome, Mums dads, grandparents.

Facebook page: Babes and Tots - Sandhurst. 

Babes and tots



12 13

Methodist Insurance For people living with Dementia-Memory loss
And their supporter

Daisy Chain Café 
Darby Green Centre, Darby Green 

Road, Blackwater Yateley GU17 0DT
Every Monday 14.00 – 16.00

Except Bank Holidays

FREE TO ATTEND
The Café offers a relaxed, friendly place to exchange ideas 
with others in similar circumstances along with light 
refreshments, table ac�vi�es, cra�s, and occasional 
entertainment. A chance to make new friends and share 
the support of others.
Large Free Car Park
Stagecoach Bus 3 stops on Darby Green Road

New volunteers always welcome for further informa�on 
find us on Facebook – Daisy Chain Café Yateley, email 
daisychaincafe1@gmail.com
Yateley Town Council 01252 872198
Donations welcomed directly or via EasyFundraising.org.uk

Registered Charity 1192818
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Giving lifts to church

If you would like to suggest a favourite hymn that we don’t regularly sing, 
then please suggest it to Alison B and she’ll put a list together for Sharon to 
try to include in one of her services with us.
We would also be able to practice it in Rejoice!

So much is going on:

A chapel outside the town of Nantwich has shown how mission can grow 
when a church chooses to welcome young families and listen to its 
community. At Broomhall and Sound Methodist Church in Cheshire, lay 
worker Kathryn Davies has worked to help shape the family ministry that 
began with a toddler group and has since expanded into after-school 
activities, holiday clubs, a twins’ support group and even a pedal-tractor run 
dreamed up by two young boys.

Tucked inside Hathersage Methodist Church, a quiet revolution is taking 
place - one made not of noise, but of pages turning. ‘The Book Room’, a 
second hand bookshop inspired by John Wesley’s publishing house, has 
quickly become a beloved stop for locals and visitors wandering through this 
Peak District village. Part of the Church’s wider open-door initiative, the 
space has welcomed more than 10,000 people in just 8 months. That’s 
around 42 curious wanderers a day stepping inside to explore Methodist 
history, pause for prayer, let children play, tackle a communal jigsaw or 
browse the ever-changing shelves of pre-loved books.

Keen walkers are being sought to test parts of a new pilgrimage route 
designed by a Past President of the Methodist Conference and launched in 
honour of a pioneering abolitionist. 80-mile Equiano Way is due to open next 
March and runs from Sheffield to Hull via the Epworth Old Rectory. The Revd 
Dr Inderjit Bhogal, Past President of the Methodist Conference, and Sarah 
Maltby, the manager of Epworth Old Rectory, are asking walkers to scope 
sections of the route ahead of its opening. The trail currently passes through 

different communities, urban landscapes and follows the Humber estuary.

Karen Allen, Regional Safeguarding Manager for the North East, shares this 
blog in the series reflecting on ten years since the Past Cases Review. The 
report, ‘Courage, Cost and Hope’ was a pivotal moment for safeguarding in 
the Methodist Church. Ten years later I am still reminded by many, in 
particular ecumenical colleagues, as to what an ambitious and progressive 
report this was. I continue to be proud that Methodist safeguarding is ‘ahead 
of the game’ and my counterparts from our ecumenical partners often tell 
me that they ‘watch and wait’ to see what we do.

On the weekend of 11 and 12 April, the Methodist Church attended the 
National Wedding Show in London for the first time. A team of six people 
from across the Connexion helped celebrate the Methodist Church as a 
loving, inclusive and welcoming denomination, the perfect place to consider 
getting married. Over two days, the team spoke with hundreds of people, 
sharing over 500 copies of the new guide to marriage in the Methodist 
Church, ‘Not your Ordinary Marriage’, with many people leaving a prayer on 
the prayer tree that was part of the display stand.

All these stories and more are on the Methodist Church website 
www.methodist.org.uk

We have a number of people on the list who regularly give others lifts to 
church from both the Sandhurst and Yateley areas, but it would be helpful if 
we were able to have a few more volunteers.
If you drive, please do consider if you would be able to help out like this.
Thanks

Your favourite hymns

The Methodist Church

Diving deeper into Theology - Fleet Methodist 
The next session will be on “Who is Jesus?” - so we are going to be looking 
at Christology and a bit of Black Theology (dipping our toes in). The date of 
the next session is Wednesday 20th May, 7:30pm at Fleet Methodist 
Church. All are welcome.
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THE
ROYAL
SURREY
CHOIR

4 IN A
BAR

STATE
OF THE

ART

TUESDAY 26  MAY 2026TH

THE LOGIN LOUNGE, CAMBERLEY
THE ATRIUM, 34 PARK ST, CAMBERLEY, GU15 3PL

DOORS OPEN 6.30PM

Tickets are available to purchase on our website 
www.yateleyindustries.org/event-details/an-evening-of-sax-rock-soul

All proceeds will go to Yateley Industries for the Disabled 
Registered Charity no. 229571

FEATURING...

MC
 Aaron
Phipps 

MBE

SILVER
SPONSOR

TICKETS 

£15SCAN
TO BOOK
TICKETS

BRONZE
SPONSOR
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Recycling for Good Causes

And of course you can still recycle medication blister packs (preferably in 
plastic bags), bras (any condition), pens (working or not) and Ferrero Rocher 
boxes (probably empty!) in the other box in the foyer!
Note that Pringles tubes can now go in with your household recycling.

Thanks Sue T

In the vestibule you will notice a largish box which advertises 'Recycling for 
good causes.'

Please donate your unwanted items from the following list. There are some 
leaflets available which tell you about what can be recycled but basically it is:
Unwanted jewellery - including damaged items and costume jewellery and 
watches

Coins and currency - any age and UK and foreign both acceptable

Mobile phones, cameras, video cameras and gadgets including ipods, tablets 
but NOT laptops.

Stamps - single, loose and presentation packs.

The box contains a sack. When the sack is full Recycling for Good Causes will 
collect it and the church will receive 75% of the proceeds from the sale of 
the contents within about 8 weeks of collection. (As a guide, at High Cross 
they received a cheque for £80 - so it is definitely worth doing this!)

Thanks,
Sharon

Reminder of more recycling

In memoriam plaques

I am delighted to be able to tell you that 
Camberley and District Funeral Directors 
(Yorktown Road, College Town) are now 
sponsoring our memorial plaques.

Just talk to Sue T about the words you’d like 
and they will provide the plaque for free! 
Doug W has been attaching them to the seats 
once done. Thanks Doug!

A donation to the church of £50 is suggested but not required.
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Our Church Hall availability

Please keep in mind the following availability of our beautifully redecorated, 
light and airy church hall should you, or someone you know, be looking for 
such a facility.
Regular hirers as well as occasional use for children’s parties or meetings 
always considered and most welcome.

Mondays—10:30am to 4:30pm
Tuesdays—11am to 2pm
Wednesdays—3pm to 7pm
Thursdays—fully booked at present
Fridays—11am through to midnight
Saturdays—1pm through to midnight

To see our charges (plus more photographs and measurements) please click 
https://sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk/blog/hall-hire/

Regular bookings
£19.50 per hour with the use of the kitchen
£18.50 per hour without use of the kitchen
£17.50 per hour for charities with use of the kitchen

Single one-off events
£22.50 per hour for parties etc with the use of the kitchen)
£20.00 per hour for charities

Please make contact via halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

Minister

Rev Sharon Gardner

minister@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
01344 774967 

Church Stewards - steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

Karen Glossop Senior Steward

Sandra Wooledge

Heather Brown

Matt Rowell

Sandhurst Churches Together

10th May at Sandhurst Baptist church

14th June at Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church
12th July at St George’s
No SCT service in August

Newsletter and website

Contributions for the June 2026 Newsletter (in church on Sunday 31st May 
2026 or website) should be with Sue T by Sunday May 24th 2026

Contributions should either be:
Handed to Sue at Church,
Emailed to: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
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House Fellowship group - providing a friendly 
platform for discussion…

Thursday House Group (usually third 
Thursday)— at 15:00

We always welcome new faces and would love you 
to come and join us. To find out more, please email 
steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

The next meeting will be a social outing on Monday 
May 18th.
Then in June it will be on 11th at Margaret H’s - time not yet decided.

Rotas - May
Flowers Coffee

Sandhurst

Yateley
Lifts to church on 
Sunday morning

If you would like a lift to church and you live in 
Sandhurst or Yateley, please contact the stewards 
on steward@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk 
(or phone the minister on 01344 774967) and 
they can provide you with the details of some of 
our church members who have volunteered to 
give lifts. 
Please do take advantage of this service—
people really do want to help.

Pam H
Tricia N

Graham F
Douglas B

May
3rd Heather B TBA

10th Alison F TBA

17th Robert G Alison B and Cynthia R

24th Sandra W TBA

31st Mike and Ann W TBA
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Services - May 2026

May
3rd 10:30 am Local Arrangement
10th (Church 
Anniversary)

10:30 am Revd Dr John Amankwatia

17th 10:30 am Rev Sharon Gardner (Holy Communion)
24th 10:30 am Alan Goldring
31st 10:30 am Local Arrangement

18:30 pm Film night

For (nearly) up to the minute news, visit our website:
www.sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk

If you’re on Facebook—then ‘like’ our Facebook pages—
and join in the conversation -

Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church
And Babes and Tots—Sandhurst

To get in touch email:
Stewards: steward@sandhurstyatelelymethodist.org.uk
Hall hire: halls@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Babes and Tots: babestots@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Weekly notices: notices@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Monthly Newsletter: newsletter@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.
uk
Multimedia: multimedia@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Musicians: musicians@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Website: siteadmin@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk
Anything else: info@sandhurstyateleymethodist.org.uk


